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Dear Parent/Carer 

Travel information Somme/Ypres Trip January 2023 

I am writing to inform you of the travel arrangements for the trip to Somme/Ypres which is taking place on 

Thursday 19th and Friday 20th January 2023.  

Students and staff should arrive at the latest at STM by 04:30hrs on Thursday 19th January where 

passports, EHICs and any medication (clearly labelled with child’s name and dosage required) will be 

collected by members of staff prior to boarding the coach for the trip to Belgium. We will travel by coach to 

Folkstone and take the shuttle to France to begin our two-day tour of Ypres and the Somme. We will travel 

with experienced guides who have detailed knowledge of the sites we are visiting, which may include: 

 • Lijssenthoek 

 • Bayernwald – German trench system  

• Menin Gate – to include Last Post ceremony on Thursday evening  

• Essex Farm CWGC 

• Langemarck German Military Ceremony  

• Vancouver Corner  

• Tyne Cot Cemetery  

• Serre and Sheffield Memorial Park  

• Newfoundland Park 

 • Ulster Tower  

• Lochnager  
 
 
We return to STM on Friday 20th January and anticipate arriving back at school by 23:15hrs. You will be 

sent a confirmation message via your child’s Edu link to advise when we are leaving Folkstone port with an 

ETA at school.  

Pocket Money 

We recommend that no more than 10-15 euros per day be taken as pocket money for the museum gift shops 

and chocolate shopping. Please note that we suggest Euros are purchased individually before departure as 

there is no provision in our itineraries for purchasing/changing foreign currency. 

 Suggested Clothing 

It is recommended that students and staff come properly dressed for inclement weather. The trip will involve 

cross country walking and we suggest students avoid bringing clothes and footwear they would not want to 

get muddy. 

During winter travel we suggest the following:  

• Warm layered clothing 

• Headgear, scarf and gloves 

• Stout sensible footwear (take a plastic bag to keep muddy footwear in) 

• Change of footwear for coach travel  

• Waterproofs/umbrella 

• Toiletries: toothbrush/toothpaste, deodorant, soap/shower gel if wished/shampoo/sanitary provision 

• A towel will be required as these are not provided by the hostel 

• Passport/EHIC or GHIC card 

• Stationery : pen/notepad 
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Students are not permitted to bring the following: 

 • Mobile phone 

 • Electrical items e.g. hairdryer/straighteners/iPad/electronic devices with a SIM card in.  

• Chewing gum/Energy drinks/Fizzy drinks/Nut products 
 
Due to Brexit and restrictions on meat and dairy products, do not bring a homemade packed lunch on the day 

of departure – a sandwich and a bottle of water is provided when you arrive at approximately 1215 hrs. You 

may provide your child with travel snacks and bottled water as long as they do not contain meat and dairy 

products. 

There may be restrictions on photography at some sites we visit and students must observe this. 

May I remind you that impeccable behaviour is expected from all students on the trip. St Thomas More 

students always stand out as a group which behaves in a mature and responsible fashion, and I know this 

group of students will continue to be a fine example of the school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr R Moran 

Trip Leader 
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