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Dear Parent / Carer          28 November 2022 

RE: RSE Parent Survey 2022 

I would firstly like to thank those parents that completed the Relationship and Sex Education survey (RSE & 

PSHE). Below you will find the results of this survey and some answers to the common questions and points 

that were raised. 

 

For the first 4 questions the responses were yes or no 

Questions 3 and 4 were only asked of those that responded no to the respective 

questions in 1 & 2 

 

1. Prior to this questionnaire, I had accessed and engaged with the STM RSE & PSHE Policy on the school 

website 

2. Prior to this questionnaire, I had accessed and engaged with the STM RSE & PSHE curriculum overview 

on the school website 

3. As a result of this questionnaire, I have accessed and engaged with the STM RSE & PSHE Policy on the 

school website 

4. As a result of this questionnaire, I have accessed and engaged with the STM RSE & PSHE curriculum 

overview on the school website 
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The remaining questions asked for an opinion ranging from strongly agree to strongly 

disagree and each question allowed the opportunity for parents to leave a more 

detailed response or question. I have not included each of the individual responses 

however, thank you for the many positive responses to the curriculum and I will address 

the key points / concerns that were raised at the end of this letter. 

 

5. I am happy that St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive is delivering RSE in line with both the 

government statutory guidance and Catholic teaching 

6. I am happy the school has placed topics at age-appropriate points throughout KS3 and KS4 

 

I have grouped some of the written responses together below and explained in detail how each of these 

points are addressed.  

 

1. The school is not following the Church and Catholic guidelines when it comes to sex and gender 

education 

As the policy states, "Sex education, which is a basic right and duty of parents, must always be carried out 

under their attentive guidance, whether at home or in educational centres chosen and controlled by them. In 

this regard, the Church reaffirms the law of subsidiarity, which the school is bound to observe when it 

cooperates in sex education, by entering into the same spirit that animates the parents" (Pontifical Council 

for the Family, The Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality, paragraph 43, 1995).  

We are bound by the Catholic Church to ensure that we are supporting students’ faith whilst also ensuring 

we are meeting the statutory requirements of the curriculum as set out by the DfE 

 

2. Students should be receiving an objective, science-based approach to RSE not only a religious 

approach 

Similar to the previous response, as a Catholic school we must have faith at the heart of what we are 

delivering whilst also ensuring we are meeting the legal requirements as set out by the DfE. All areas of 

learning are taught within the context of the Catholic Church and family life taking care to ensure that there 

is no stigmatisation of children based on their home circumstances (families can include single parent  
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families, LGBTQ+ parents, families headed by grandparents, adoptive parents, foster parents/carers amongst 

other structures) along with reflecting sensitively that some children may have a different structure of 

support around them (for example: looked after children or young carers). We ensure that students are 

informed of the scientific facts in the topics where this is necessary. 

 

3. Parents should be delivering RSE topics not school staff or visitors who do not know the students 

We appreciate that some topics are sensitive and that parents have the right to withdraw from a small 

minority of topics. However, we have a legal obligation to provide this curriculum to all students and so all 

staff in the school have completed ‘Teaching RSE in a Catholic School’ as part of their professional 

development. When teaching more sensitive areas, we invite in speakers that are well trained in such topics. 

All speakers have to be vetted and Selcat have a proforma for staff to complete to ensure that any invited 

speaker is able to meet our Catholic expectations. 

 

4. Some topics should be delivered earlier to support the mental health of those it impacts (topics 

suggested included body image, gender identity and sexual orientation, consent, diversity, online 

safety) 

It is very difficult to cover all topic areas across the Key Stages with the time allocated. Units are placed where 

we feel they are best received by the students, based on both student need and maturity. However, topics 

are embedded across several units, for example the idea of consent is introduced in Yr7 around what you 

should and shouldn’t allow within a platonic friendship before building on consent in a relationship when in 

Year 9. We also deliver assemblies and provide opportunity through the year for students to discuss topics 

that may not be delivered in Personal Development within that year.  

 

5. Concerns around certain topics being delivered to students as it could influence their own thinking / 

does not follow the Catholic teachings (topics raised were gender identity, self-love, sex education in 

general) 

 

Due to the influence of social media, these topics are already being discussed between students. It is 

important that, as a Catholic school, we guide these conversations and ensure that students are given the 

factual information and ensuring mistruths are exposed. We will always discuss these topics with the Catholic 

vision at the heart, whilst also allowing students the opportunity to explore and ask pertinent or personal 

questions in a safe and educational environment to help them navigate the teenage years. The Catholic 

teachings are discussed and reiterated when these topics are raised. 

 

If you do have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

Ms Spurr 

Assistant Head (KS3 Lead, Personal Development, Children with Medical Needs / Head of PE) 
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