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20 January 2023 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As you know the school underwent a full two-day graded inspection under Section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005 on 29 and 30 November 2022. I am delighted to inform you our full Ofsted Report is now 
available on the school website and will be published on the Ofsted website by 26 January.  
 
Section 5 is a graded inspection which uses Ofsted’s full framework to grade a school for its overall 
effectiveness against key judgement grade descriptors: Quality of education, Behaviour and 
attitudes, Personal development, Leadership and management.  
 
Ofsted graded St Thomas More within these categories as:  
 
Quality of education: Good 
Behaviour and attitudes: Outstanding 
Personal development: Outstanding 
Leadership and management: Good 
 
The school has been graded Good overall. 
 
I am so pleased the team of Ofsted inspectors recognised what a loving and safe community the 
school is. Our students are wonderful young people who are positive, engaged citizens who follow 
Christ in serving others. They leave this school with skills and qualifications that set them up 
brilliantly for the next stage of their education and all their future aspirations. As you will read in the 
report, Ofsted acknowledge and endorse what we are doing.  
 
I am enormously proud to be leading a school, supported by a strong leadership team and Governing 
Body, where the school is acknowledged by Ofsted as a loving community which is welcoming, safe, 
forgiving and positive. Pupils deeply respect each other and all the staff. They relish learning and 
love coming to school. They are happy and safe. Bullying is extremely rare and never tolerated.  
 
The report highlights so positively what it is like to attend our school: Pupils feel valued as individuals 
and are proud of the school’s diversity. They enjoy the wealth of academic, social, creative and 
spiritual experiences the school provides. Pupils join in a plethora of extra-curricular activities after 
school and at lunchtime.  
 
Pupils work hard to meet leaders’ high expectations and achieve highly. Their behaviour in lessons 
as well as at social times is exemplary.  
 
Pupils have a real voice in the school and feel that staff listen to them. Through seven different 
leadership committees, pupils have a say about important issues such as mental health, the 
environment and how the school promotes equality. All pupils are encouraged to make a positive 
contribution to the wider society. For example, pupils initiate various charitable activities to promote 
well-being.  
  
The report is concise in its content; what is not included within the report is the verbal feedback I 
received from inspectors, both collectively and as individuals across the two days. All three of the 
inspectors on day two of the inspection asked how we have managed to create such a special school  
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and even joked that if we could bottle the formula, we could make fortunes. The inspectors also 
stated that this would be their dream school to work in, and they conveyed to me just how rare it is 
to visit a school where it can be so obviously seen and heard from students themselves, just how 
proud they are to be part of the school.  
 
You may be aware from news reports that 90% of schools formerly graded as Outstanding have 
now been judged by inspectors as Good under the new Ofsted Framework. This is the case for St 
Thomas More, however, it is important for you to see beyond a one-word category without you 
having an opportunity to appreciate the context behind it. 
 
As you know, GCSE result outcomes for this school remain exemplary, however, the current Ofsted 
Framework places little focus on student progress at GCSE, rather it gives significant emphasis on 
curriculum planning. The main concern in our inspection was the depth of study in some subjects at 
KS3. For example, in History they felt that dedicating a special day to teaching the Holocaust in Year 
9, where we invite a Holocaust survivor to speak to the students may lead to a lack of context of 
why the Holocaust happened, which in the inspector’s opinion could lead to extremist behaviour.  
 
I clearly do not believe this to be the case and neither do the students, as their feedback is always 
how moving and memorable this day is. However, the inspectors did not agree and for this reason 
felt that the quality of education judgement could not be graded as outstanding and as a 
consequence the leadership and management judgement could not receive a grade of outstanding. 
I will take on board this feedback, and amend some aspects of the curriculum in KS3 to ensure that 
we give extra curriculum time to some subjects in order to ensure sufficient depth is guaranteed.  
 
What remains frustrating, is that the amazing achievement in GCSE results in subjects such as 
History was not considered in the inspection. Students at STM have consistently obtained GCSE 
results that places the school in the top 1-2% of schools in the country and the History department 
under the leadership of Miss Woods, has consistently achieved a Progress 8 score of nearly +1; this 
means that students at STM, on average, obtain nearly an entire grade higher than students across 
the country. 
 
It is also worth consideration that the reason why STM has a 2-year KS3 is to increase the time at 
KS4 allowing most students to take 10/11 GCSEs, rather than 9/10; we have a full and ambitious 5-
year curriculum to do this. As a Catholic school all students must study RE to GCSE level; our 3-year 
KS4 allows students not to lose the opportunity to study another Option subject as a result. Added 
to this, Government guidelines dictate that students also have to study a humanity/computing and 
a language to GCSE level. By providing a 2-year KS3 we can give 2 additional ‘free’ choices of Options 
which allows the art/creative subjects to be sustainable, rather than 1 ‘free’ choice which a 3-year 
KS3 would result in.  
 
The excellent behaviour for learning in lessons at STM mean that students can complete the national 
curriculum and students’ outcomes at GCSE proves to us that students are learning well and fully 
engaged. Students themselves voiced precisely this in the survey they completed in November which 
highlighted overwhelmingly that they prefer a 2-year KS3, as it helps their motivation and allows 
them greater choice of study at GCSE. 
  
Another area highlighted in the report is that sometimes assessments carried out to check what 
students know and remember is not as effective as it could be. While this is probably true of every 
school, we need to ensure that even more rigorous systems are put in place to address this issue.  
 
 

mailto:enquiries@stmcomprehensive.org
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/


 

 

St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive is part of the South East London Catholic Academy Trust, a charitable 
company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with company number 13260387. The 
registered office is at Mary Magdalen House, Howson Road, London SE4 2BB. 

St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive 

Footscray Road, Eltham, London SE9 2SU  |  0208 850 6700 
enquiries@stmcomprehensive.org  |  
www.stmcomprehensive.org 
Headteacher: Mr Stuart Sharp   
Chief Executive: Mr David Garrido 

 
 
 
 
I am very proud indeed of how students and staff represented us during the 2-day inspection and 
that Ofsted recognised what a special place STM is. Your children are truly wonderful young people; 
it was no surprise to me whatsoever to see and hear inspectors strongly acknowledge how deeply 
respectful and caring your children are towards each other. We are extremely proud of them all. 
 
For your records, the full report can be accessed here: 
Ofsted - St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School (stmcomprehensive.org) 
 
Kind regards  
 

 
 
 

Stuart Sharp 
Headteacher 
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