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22 March 2023 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers of Year 11      
  

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
Having now evaluated the data from the recent Year 11 PPEs, I am concerned about the Literature results. 

Normally, pre-COVID, this is the time of year where we see our Literature grades rise above that of our 
Language. This is because students can perform well given that they are studying the texts and memorising 

what kind of responses they develop. Language instead requires a more natural, long-term commitment to 
comprehension and overall literacy.  

  

Therefore, I wanted to explain expectations of how to best support students in their learning outside of the 
classroom. 

  
For each of the four Literature texts, students must have a collection of quotations for the following texts 

(exploring the importance of choices in character development, theme and symbols): Lord of the Flies, Romeo 

and Juliet, Frankenstein and Poetry (Love and Relationships). A comprehensive list of which characters, themes 
and symbols to be studied and effective quotations can be collected from your child's English teacher and/or 

Ms Beck.  
  

With each of these quotations, students should identify techniques (i.e. metaphor, similes, etc.) - a specific 
effect, as well as comments about the social/historical context. Again, examples of this have been provided 

by the English department, but if there is a concern with any evidence, students should seek advice from a 

teacher. 
  

Students should also be reading through, analysing model answers. These help students understand ideally 
then, mirror academic writing which is vital to this GCSE.  

  

Vocabulary is key for success in both Language and Literature. At this stage of Year 11, students should be 
reading credible newspaper articles and focusing on expanding their vocabulary. We highly recommend 

keeping a bank of varied/ambitious vocabulary, depending on your child's ability.  
  

If there is a text that your child feels unsure of, now is the time to devote to reading it again, taking time to 

evaluate the structure of the text (how it begins - changes - why the order is effective).  
  

Any questions or concerns, please encourage your child to speak to their teacher and/or Ms Beck. We want to 
help see our Year 11s do their very best.   

 
I fear that with having missed out on studying one of the main texts in Year 9 (they did this online), this has 

caused a gap in their knowledge and causing everything else to be more rushed.  

  
 Many thanks for all of your support.  

 
 

  

Ms L Beck 
Assistant Headteacher - Head of Inclusion/(Named) SENDCo 

(Acting) Head of English 
  

Currently reading 'The Dry Heart' by Natalia Ginzburg 
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