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24 January 2023 

 
Dear Parents/Carers  

 
GCSE ART EXAMINATION 

 

Ofqual announced during the Autumn term, that they are returning to the externally-set assignment (art exam) 
for the current Year 11 cohort. This is the first time there will be a GCSE Art exam since COVID-19.  

 
For background, the past 3 cohorts had until April/May of their Year 11 to complete their coursework, however 

this year’s cohort had until the start of January. As you will appreciate, this means that students have had less 
time to complete the coursework element of the course than pre-Covid-19 students had; a letter was sent 

home to you in October 2022 regarding this.  

 
I am now writing to you again to remind you that this academic year our Year 11 GCSE Art students will sit 

the externally-set Art exam and the practical arrangements about this.  
 

Students handed in their Year 11 coursework on Thursday 5 January 2023, so that they are able to focus on 

their exam project. Following marking their coursework, some students will be required to refine or complete 
their coursework outside of lesson time in order to be submitted. 

 
With regard to the externally-set assignment, the exam board released the exam paper on 1 January 2023. 

As this is a much shorter project, students have already selected one theme from the exam paper. In the 
coming weeks students will produce a sketchbook based on that theme. The sketchbook will need to be 

completed in time for the exam, which will begin on 27 April 2023. 

 
The exam itself will consist of a 10 hour (2 day) art exam, where students will create a final piece for their 

chosen theme, the students have experience with this process from Year 10 PPE's. Once the external exam is 
over, students are not allowed to continue with any of the exam project work.  

 

It is vitally important that students are spending 2-3 hours outside of lesson time on their art 
coursework/exam project to meet this deadline. To support this, Art intervention is taking place every 

Wednesday from 3:30pm to 5:00pm. For some students the intervention is compulsory (please see their 
intervention timetable to check if this applies to your child.) Students not on the intervention list for Art are 

encouraged to attend at another time when they are free to do so.  

 
Year 11 students are also welcome to use the art room space during lunchtime and other days after school if 

they wish to make use of the materials etc.  
 

Your support during this time is much appreciated.  
 

The deadline for teachers to submit final marks for both coursework and exam project to AQA is 31 May 2023.  

 
For more information of the course structure please visit: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me via email at lnutton@stmcomprehensive.org 

 
Kind regards 

 
Miss L Nutton 

Head of Art  
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