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January 2023 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are now approaching the time when decisions must be made about the programme 
of study to be followed by each individual student in preparation for GCSE 
examinations. 
 
Please be aware that syllabuses for some subjects may change and revised information 
will be sent to you in due course.  
 
Students are entering the most significant stage of their statutory education and a 
stage that will influence their career prospects and future plans. They will need strong 
support and help from parents/carers and staff. Above all, each individual will need to 
make a strong commitment to study and give priority to examination courses if success 
is to be assured. 
 
The Government wants English Baccalaureate (EBacc) subjects to be at the 
heart of the school curriculum. The Ebacc subjects are English, 
Mathematics, the Sciences, a language and History or Geography.  
 
These EBacc subjects are considered essential to many next steps and open up lots 
of doors. Research shows that a student’s socio-economic background impacts the 
subjects they choose at GCSE, and that this determines their opportunities beyond 
school. A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying subjects 
included in the EBacc provides students with greater opportunities in further education 
and increases the likelihood that a student will stay on in full-time education. Sutton 
Trust research reveals that studying the EBacc can help improve a young person’s 
performance in English and Maths. The government’s ambition is to see 90% of 
students studying the EBacc by 2025. (Department for Education) 

 
Snce 2018 all GCSEs are graded with a 9-1 numerical system. These GCSEs are more 
challenging courses to enable students to learn to a higher standard to prepare them 
for the world of work. In general, there will be less coursework/controlled assessment 
tasks and more focus on examinations at the end of the course. A ‘standard pass’ that 
was previously a Grade C is now equivalent to Grade 4 and a ‘strong pass’ is now a 
Grade 5 (high C) 
 
I hope parents/carers and students find the Options booklet helpful and useful. May I 
wish each student every success over the next three years. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

S Sharp 
Headteacher 
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YEAR 9, 10 AND 11 
PROGRAMME 

 
 
 
During Years 9, 10 and 11, you will follow a course of study consisting of compulsory 
subjects and other subjects which you choose under the guidance of your 
parents/carers and staff in school. It is very important that you follow the advice given 
before you make your final choices from the options available. This booklet outlines 
what each subject offers and teachers will help you decide if these subjects are for 
you or not. When you receive your final option sheet, study it very carefully and follow 
the accompanying instructions before filling it in. 
 
It is important you make a “balanced” choice. Unless there is a strong reason against, 
you should try to choose subjects from a range of subject areas. It is unwise to 
specialise too early.  
 
You should also be aware of ‘progression’ – i.e. what you may do in the Sixth Form, 
where most students are expected to study three subjects. This makes choosing the 
right subjects now all the more imperative.  The government has also introduced many 
different Post16 courses and progression routes, which are well worth investigating 
now as these may well affect your discussions with your parent/carer/guardian.  It 
may even be worth consulting our partner Sixth Form College, Christ the King, on 
available or proposed courses. 
 
Although every effort is made to ensure that each student gets all the subjects they 
choose, we cannot guarantee this, due to certain constraints such as timetable clashes 
and class sizes being limited.  
 
All subjects on offer are represented in this booklet, so read each entry carefully and 
if you think you might want to take a certain subject in Year 9 have a word with the 
teacher concerned. 
 
REMEMBER, THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS AN EASY OPTION. ALL SUBJECTS 
REQUIRE A HIGH STANDARD OF CLASSWORK, COURSEWORK AND 
HOMEWORK, SO BE PREPARED FOR THREE YEARS HARD STUDY. 
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The core GCSE subjects which every student has to take are: English Language, 
English Literature, Mathematics, Science (worth 2 or 3 GCSEs), Religious Studies and 
core Physical Education (there is no qualification for core PE) 

 
Choice 1 Language – You must chose a Language (French or Spanish, 

UNLESS you will take a GCSE in your Home Language* (see below) 
 

Choice 2 You must choose History or Geography 
 

Choice 3 and 4 You have 2 more free choices from 
 
 Art 
 Computer Science 
 Design and Technology 
 Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 French (you have the option to pick 2 languages) 
 Geography (you have the option to pick both Geography and History) 
 History (you have the option to pick both Histroy and Geography) 
 Music 

        ^Physical Education (see below) 
 Spanish (you have the option to pick 2 languages) 
 

Curriculum summary diagram 
 
Core Subjects Option subjects 

English 
Language 
(1) 

English 
Literature 
(1) 

Maths 
(1) 

Combined 
Science (2)  
or  
Triple 
Science (3) 

RE (1) 
PE Core 
(0) 

Choice 1 
French or 
Spanish (1) 
  

Choice 2 
History or 
Geography 
(1) 

Choice 3  
Any (1) 
 
  

Choice 4  
Any (1) 
 
  

Number of GCSEs shown in brackets 

 
*Home language - Every year there are several students who speak a language at 
home and are able to get an excellent grade at GCSE with very little study. Current 
languages offered at GCSE by exam boards include: Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Chinese 
(Spoken Mandarin), French, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew (Biblical), Hebrew 
(Modern) Italian, Japanese, Panjabi, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, 
Turkish, and Urdu. Normally, some revision in the run-up to this GCSE is enough to 
achieve an excellent grade. If you are in this category, please email Mrs Shakespeare 
at kshakespeare@stmcomprehensive.org who will organise for your child to take an 
exam in this language. Because you will be taking a language exam to get an extra 
GCSE you do NOT need to choose a language as part of the Options process (but you 
are welcome to choose French or Spanish if you wish). 
 
^The option Physical Education GCSE is in addition to the “core” PE course which 
all students follow. 
 

YEAR 9 CHOICES 2023-26 

mailto:kshakespeare@stmcomprehensive.org
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Reasons why some subjects are compulsory 
 
ENGLISH is a vitally important subject since we live in an English-speaking country 
and many other school subjects depend upon English skills.  
 
MATHEMATICS provides a means of communication which is powerful, concise and 
unambiguous (Mathematics Counts, 1982) and is important and useful in many other 
fields (e.g. sciences and engineering). 
 
SCIENCE is of crucial importance to the UK, both for the future generations of 
scientists, engineers and technologists and for the wider public. It is ‘essential for our 
economic competitiveness, our quality of life and lies at the heart of our history and 
culture. (UK Parliament, 2001) 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION is the "core of the core curriculum" in a Catholic school 
(Pope St John Paul II). Placing RE at the core of the curriculum in Catholic schools 
helps the school to fulfil its mission to educate the whole person in discerning the 
meaning of their existence, since "Religious Education is concerned not only with 
intellectual knowledge, but also includes emotional and affective learning. (Catholic 
Education) 
 
LANGUAGES develop essential life skills enabling students to understand and connect 
with people around the world. International and intercultural awareness and skills are 
crucial for the UK’s success on the world stage enabling the next generation to play a 
meaningful role in the global economy and in an increasingly networked world. The 
ability to communicate in more than one language is central to this. Speaking another 
language is not just about communication; it deepens cultural understanding and 
opens doors to international experience and opportunity. Finally, it is a key tool to 
ensure better understanding and cohesion between and within societies. (British 
Council) ‘If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If 
you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.’ (Nelson Mandela) 

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY develop so many skills which help learners build 
foundations for a successful future. Today more than ever, it is crucial for all learners 
to become well-rounded, culturally-responsive global citizens, able to understand and 
interrogate the world around them, and their place in it. In a time when our planet 
faces enormous challenges, the ability to interpret and analyse data, problem-solve, 
communicate and work effectively as part of a team has never been so important. 
(Pearsons Examination Board) 

Core PE provides students with the generic skills, knowledge and understanding they 
need to become physically literate, and at the same time gives most of them their first 
regular experiences of sport. When taught well, physical education enthuses and 
inspires students to participate fully and develop a life-long love of physical activity, 
sport and exercise. (Ofsted) 
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General Advice 
 
CHOOSING YOUR OPTION SUBJECTS 
The qualifications you gain at the end of your school life and the subjects you obtain 
them in will help to determine: 
 1. The kind of career you may choose. 

 2. The level at which you can enter that career. 
3. The type of further education available to you. 

 
SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF 

1. Which subjects do I need for the career I have in mind? 

2. Which subjects do I like most? 

3. What subjects am I best at? 

4. Which subjects do my teachers recommend to me? 

You are advised to be careful not  to make a choice of a particular subject just  because 
your best friend has decided to do it, or because it is taught by your favourite teacher.  
Choose what is best for you. 
 
Students should choose a balanced set of subjects. 
The list of Option subjects is subject to demand and not all subjects or 
combinations of subjects will be available. 
 

Careers advice  
 
All students have paired careers interviews conducted by a Careers Advisor to help 
support the decisions they will be making for GCSE options. 
 
Other resources to support your choices: Careers websites e.g. The National Careers 
Service. These sites will help students reflect upon career choices and GCSEs,  
Apprenticeships, A-Levels or BTECs/Apprenticeships or University courses which 
support this. The link below will allow you to access a great deal of useful information 
in this area:  

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The National Careers Service offer the opportunity for you to speak to an advisor to 
support and assist with decision making: call 0800 100 900 during these opening 
times. They also offer the opportunity to use webchat to talk online. 

 

tel:0800100900
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/contact-us
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/contact-us
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/webchat/chat
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Startprofile.com is another great tool your child can use when thinking about 
careers. On Personal Development Day, Year 8 began using this website and so will 
already have their login details in their journal. It allows students to select their 
hobbies, interests and strengths, then the website calculates which jobs would best 
suit them. It is a great tool for getting ideas about exciting jobs that would suit them 
and even some unusual jobs they may not have even considered. 
 

 

Please note, the school is currently in the process of changing over from Start to 
Unifrog. Unifrog is an online careers platform resource. We will send out further 
guidance for both parents/carers and students regarding how to log in and use Unifrog 
once it is up and running. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/gstockman.STMAC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0DJM9D4Z/Startprofile.com
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Key Dates in the Options process 
 
 
Friday 13 January 
 

 
Year 8 Options Presentation and Booklet available 

 
Monday 16 January 
 

 
Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening Option Subjects request 
form emailed home 
 

 
Wednesday 18 January  
6:30pm 
 

 
Live Q&A session for Parents/Carers (details to follow) via 
TEAMS. Attendance is not compulsory if you have no 
questions 
 

 
Wednesday 18 January 
onwards 
 

 
Paired Careers interviews begin (will take place on 
Wednesdays) Appointment time will be sent to you via 
Edulink 
 

 
Thursday 26 January 
 

 
Year 8 Core Subjects and MFL Parents/Carers Evening  
(English, Maths, Science, RE and MFL only) 
 

 
Friday 27 January 
 

 
Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening response form due in  
(was emailed home on Monday 16 January) 
 

 
w/c Monday 20 February 
 

 
Year 8 Short Reports issued 
 

 
Thursday 23 February 
 

Year 8 Option subjects only except MFL Parent/Carer 
Evening 
 

 
Date tbc – dependent upon 
how long Careers interviews 
take 
 

 
Year 8 Options choices due in (this will be an online form.) 
Anticipate this deadline date will be approximately end of 
March 2023. Details and instructions about this will be 
sent to you. 
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GCSE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT, PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT, 
PROJECT AND EXAMINATIONS WEIGHTING 

2024-2026 
 
 

SUBJECT 

 
CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT or 

PRACTICAL or PROJECT 
 

% EXAMINATION 

 
Computer Science 
English Language 
English Literature 
French 
Geography 
History 
Mathematics 
Religious Studies 
Science 
Spanish 
 

None 
 

100% 
 

 
Art 
 

60% 40% 

 
DT: Design and 
Technology 
 

50% 50% 

 
FPN: Food 
Preparation and 
Nutrition 
 

 
50% 

 

 
50% 

 

Music 
 

60% 
 

40% 

Physical Education 30% 
 

70% 
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AQA  
 
Students who will be most suited: 

• creative  

• analytical  

• critical thinkers  

• practical 

• hard working  

• enjoy exploring material and techniques 

• interested in a career in the Arts 

• enjoy drawing 

• ability to discuss ideas and concepts with confidence 

• independent workers 

 
Course structure:  
 
AO1  Develop your ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 

sources demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding, for example: 

• Researching, selecting and interpreting information 
• Analysing mood, meaning and intent 
• Expressing opinions and justifying 

• Visual analysis through copying or ‘in the styles of’  

 
AO2  Refine your ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate 

resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, for example: 

• Painting using acrylics and watercolours 
• Drawing using mixed media such as oil and chalk pastels, charcoal, graphite 

and ink 
• Printmaking such as lino-printing 
• Other mixed media techniques such as stencilling and collage 

 
AO3  Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to your intentions in visual 

and/or other forms, for example: 
 

• Observational drawing skills 
• Mind maps and mood boards 

• Photography  

 
 
 
 

ART AND DESIGN 
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AO4  Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements, for example: 

• Exploring, planning and experimenting for a final piece 

• Producing a final piece in 10 hour exam 

Hours per week: 3 lessons, 2 hours minimum of homework 
 
Future Opportunities: 
 
If you choose to take your studies further after GCSE, you could go on to A-Level or 
BTEC National Diploma, Foundation Diploma in Art and Design, then on to degree 
level if you wished. 
 
The second largest industry in the UK is the Creative Arts.  A GCSE in Art could help 
you on your way to a career in:  
 
Advertising art director, animator, antique dealer, architect, architectural technician or 
technologist, architectural technologist, art editor, art gallery curator, art therapist, art 
valuer, arts administrator, blacksmith, cad technician, ceramics designer-maker, 
community arts worker, conservator, costume designer, design and development 
engineer, dressmaker, ergonomist, exhibition designer, fashion design assistant, 
fashion designer, fine artist, florist, footwear designer, furniture designer, furniture 
maker, furniture restorer, glassmaker, graphic designer, hat designer, illustrator, 
interior designer, jewellery designer-maker, landscape architect, leather craft worker, 
machine printer, make-up artist, medical illustrator, model maker, museum curator, 
naval architect, pattern cutter, photographer, photographic stylist, photographic 
technician, picture framer, pre-press operator, printing administrator, product 
designer, prop maker and special effects, set designer, sign-writer, stonemason, tailor, 
tattooist, textile designer, textiles production manager, art teachers/technician, 
upholsterer, visual merchandiser, web designer 
 
Head of Department – Miss L Nutton 
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Year Group GCSE ART and DESIGN: What you will learn 

 
 
 
Year 9 
 

 
Identity Project (coursework) – portrait-based project where students will 
explore a range of techniques linked to artists.  This project is designed to 
support and develop a range of complex techniques to prepare them for 
their GCSE Art journey. Students work within a sketchbook throughout the 
project. At the end of Year 9 students then develop their final piece to 
produce a considered, large-scale outcome. 
 

 
 
 
Year 10  
 

 
Moments in Time (coursework) – this project is more open to interpretation 
and students select their own focus theme within this. Students are given 
more artistic freedom within this project and can select which specialisms 
(materials etc.), artists and styles they wish to work in.  Students work 
within a sketchbook throughout the project. At the end of the project 
students will produce a final piece using techniques of their choice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11  
 

 
Self-directed Project (coursework) – based on a selection of themes: 
Stories, Crowds or  Human Condition. 
Students will produce a sketchbook project based on their selected theme 
and create a final piece following this.   
All work and Coursework will be handed in at the start of the Spring term 
(early January).  
 
Exam Project – a 12-15 week project based on a theme given by AQA. 
Students are given an option of 7 themes to chose from and must produce 
a sketchbook in response to their chosen theme. Students will need to 
explore the theme by looking at different artists and experimenting with 
relevant techniques, culminating in a final piece. 
The final piece will be completed in a 10 hour practical exam, which runs 
over the course of 2 days.  
 

 
How is the course 
assessed? 
 

 
Coursework  = 60% of overall grade 
Exam project = 40% of overall grade 
 

 
 
Trips, 
competitions, and 
extra-curricular 
highlights:  
 

 
At least two trips throughout the course (3 years). Past trips have included 
visits to Tate Modern, Tate Britain, National Gallery, Gerald Moore Gallery,  
Courtauld Gallery. 
 
Meeting people who work in the creative industries, e.g. meeting a 
visualizer, someone who specialises in making computer generated 3D 
imagery for animations, architecture… 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE  
(GCSE) 

 
OCR (J277)  
 
Computer Science focuses more on the Mathematical aspects of Computing, and how 
these can seamlessly link in with Computer Science at AS/A Level. This will give the 
student a much deeper knowledge, thus better equipping them for the next stage of 
studies in this area. However, this does mean that you will need a suitable level 
of mathematical understanding to access parts of the syllabus.  
and learning outcomes 
 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS I WILL LEARN?  

 

Students will study a range of topics, not just limited to Computer Science, but 
branching out into some of the more complex ICT aspects, such as Systems 
Architecture, Memory, Storage, Wired and Wireless Networks, Network Topologies and 
protocols, and system security. This will be coupled with Computer Science modules 
such as Computational Logic, Data Representation, Producing Robust Programs and 
the use of various Programming Languages. 
 

 

WHAT SKILLS CAN I GET FROM IT?  

 
Students who take this course will learn how to: 

- Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer 
Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data 
representation  

- Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of 
solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs  

- Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  
- Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they 

Communicate with one another and with other systems  
- Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider 

society  
- Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science. 
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?   
 
Exam Components: Two exams, worth 50% each.  
 
Exam 1: Computer Systems, 90 minute exam  
 
Topics include: 

Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Computer Networks Connection and 

Protocols,  Network Security, Systems Software, Ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental impacts of digital technology. 

Exam 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming, 90 minute 
exam 
 
Topics include: 

Algorithms, Programming fundamentals, Producing robust programs, Boolean 

logic, Programming languages and Integrated development environments. 

 
Future Opportunities 
 
Computer Science goes way beyond just writing code. From Facebook to the latest 
apps, creativity is central. Stop being a simple consumer of software and start 
designing your own. If you can spot a gap in the market, if you sometimes think, “I 
wish I could find an app to …” then maybe you could be the next Mark Zuckerberg. 
 
A GCSE in Computer Science will give you a fantastic set of skills to do just that. But 
even more than this, it will give you the skills you need for any career. Computer 
Science is one of the best points to start from. Consider this, most of the jobs that will 
be available when you leave university have not even been thought of yet! With 
technology ever changing, there is a demand for professionals who are qualified in 
this area. If you want to go on to study and employment in the field of Computer 
Science, you will find that this course provides a superb stepping stone. Once you 
have taken a GCSE in Computer Science you can progress to study the subject at A 
Level and then university. 
 
Career opportunities could include:  

Application analyst, applications developer, computer programming, cyber security 
analyst, data analyst, database administrator, forensic computer analyst, game 
designer, information systems manager, IT consultant, software engineer, web 
designer, web developer, IT sales professional, nanotechnologist, network engineer, 
IT trainer, telecommunications researcher  

 
 

Co-Heads of Department – Mr J Archard and Ms C Remy 
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GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  
AQA  
 
 
Learning about Design and Technology will encourage learners to develop design and thinking 
skills that open up a world of possibility, giving them the tools to create the future. This 
specification will excite and engage learners with contemporary topics covering the breadth 
of this dynamic and evolving subject. It will generate empathetic learners who have the ability 
to confidently critique products, situations and society in every walk of their lives now and in 
the future. 
 
Design and Technology is a subject that brings learning to life, requiring learners to apply 
their learning to real-life situations. This qualification aims to relate authentic real-world 
awareness of iterative design practices and strategies used by the creative, engineering and 
manufacturing industries. Learners will be required to use critical thinking, leading towards 
invention and design innovation, to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant 
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. 
 
 
 
Please be aware that this is not a practical subject, although there are elements of 
using tools and equipment to make prototypes, the main focus is the design process and 
creativity.  The ability to draw or convey design ideas using sketching and computer aided 
design, both 2D and 3D is essential as this is a fundamental part of the course. Students must 
enjoy generating ideas and design solutions to solve problems and should strive for innovation 
and creativity.   
 
There is a large theory component which is tested through the written examination. Students 
study a broad range of materials including wood, metals, polymers, textiles, papers and 
boards, smart materials, modern materials and technical textiles. Developing understanding 
of tools, techniques and processes used to manufacture products from this very wide range 
of materials. The theory also includes mechanical and electronic systems and the impact of 
modern technology on the wider world. 
 
 
Future Opportunities 
 
Students can go on to take an A Level in Product Design or a vocational A Level in Art and 
Design or a related subject. Design and Technology sits very well alongside Maths and Physics 
for Engineering or Architecture. 
  
There are many career opportunities in Product design, engineering, architecture, 
manufacturing, web design, 3D printing, electronic engineering, energy generation and new 
technologies, mechanical engineer, civil engineer, aerospace engineer, electrical engineer, 
automotive designer, industrial designer, electronic designer, fashion designer, costume 
designer, interior designer, software designer, theatre and set designer, footwear designer, 
spatial designer, film and tv photographer, games designer, animator, digital designer, 
furniture designer and maker, structural engineer, graphic designer, jewellery designer, 
sustainability designer, aviation designer, formula one racing designer. 
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Head of Department – Ms H Woolgar 

 
 
 

Content Overview  
GCSE Design and Technology 

Assessment overview 

 
This component brings together the learners 
‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
• ‘Core’ knowledge of Design and Technology 
principles demonstrates learners’ broad 
understanding of principles that all learners 
should have across the subject. 
 
• ‘In-depth’ knowledge allows learners to focus 
more directly on at least one main material 
category, or design engineering. 
 
The question paper is split into two sections. 
A minimum of 15% of the paper will assess 
learners’ mathematical skills as applied within 
a design and technology context. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Principles of 
Design and 

Technology* 
(01) 

100 marks 
2 Hour 

Written paper 

 
 
 
 
 

50% 
of total 
GCSE 
(9–1) 

 
This component offers the opportunity for 
learners to demonstrate understanding of and 
skills in iterative designing, in particular: 
 
• the interrelated nature of the processes used 
to identify needs and requirements (explore) 
 
• creating solutions to meet those needs 
(create) 
 
• evaluating whether the needs have been met 
(evaluate) 
 
As an outcome of their challenge, learners will 
produce a chronological portfolio and one final 
prototype(s). It is through the iterative 
processes of designing that learners draw on 
their wider knowledge and understanding of 
Design and Technology principles. Contextual 
challenges will be released on 1 June each 
year. 
 

 
 
 
 

Iterative Design 
Challenge* 

(02, 03) 
100 marks 

Approx. 40 hours 
Non-exam 
assessment 

 
 
 
 

50% 
of total 
GCSE 
(9–1) 
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AQA  
 
 
All students will be studying AQA English Language and AQA English Literature, which 
will equate to two separate GCSEs. These are new specifications that students will be 
studying with a heightened emphasis on examinations as opposed to controlled 
assessments/coursework. (100% written examinations). 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 

 

 
 
 

ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSSIBLE TEXTS: 
 
Shakespeare: Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, The Merchant of Venice, Much 
Ado About Nothing or Julius Caesar. 
 
19th Century novel: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, A Christmas Carol, Great 
Expectations, Jane Eyre, Frankenstein, Pride and Prejudice or The Sign of Four. 
 
Modern texts: Lord of the Flies, Telling Tales (anthology), Animal Farm, Anita and Me, My 
Name is Leon, Pigeon English, An Inspector Calls, Blood Brothers, Princess and the Hustler, 
DNA, Leave Taking, A Taste of Honey 
 
Poetry: Students will study poems from an anthology provided by the exam board. 
Set texts that are currently studied: Love & Relationships (Subject to change.) 
 
Future Opportunities 
 
English Language and English Literature GCSEs are vital in order to pursue a number of career 
and Further Education choices.  
 
Career opportunities include areas such as: Broadcast journalism, detective, diplomatic service 
officer, education consultant, English as a foreign language teacher, international 
aid/development worker, logistics and distribution manager, marketing executive, patent 
examiner, digital copywriter, editorial assistant, lexicographer, magazine/newspaper 
journalist, publishing industry, copy editor, proof reader, web content manager, writer, 
academic librarian, advertising copywriter, archivist, arts administrator, education consultant, 
information officer, learning mentor, marketing executive, media researcher, pay-per-click 
specialist, teacher, public relations officer, records manager, social media manager. 

 
Acting Head of Department – Ms L Beck  
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 FOOD PREPARATION  
AND NUTRITION  

OCR  
 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course, which 
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of 
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this 
qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong 
understanding of nutrition. 
 
Food preparation skills are integrated into four core topics: 
• Food Skills: Preparation and cooking techniques 
• Food Health & Nutrition 
• Food Science & Safety 
• Food Provenance & Choice 

 
COMPONENT ASSESSMENT TYPE % OF QUALIFICATION 

Food Preparation Nutrition Written Examination Paper 50% 

Food Investigation Task 
(includes written report) 

 
Non-Exam Assessment 

 
15% 

Food Preparation Task 
(includes written report) 

 
Non-Exam Assessment 

 
35% 

 
The specification enables students to demonstrate their creativity with making of food 
products, a vital feature of the student’s experience, as well as a high level of understanding 
of the science behind the ingredients and cooking techniques. 
 
Design and making tasks are encouraged so as to prepare students for taking higher level 
courses or for entering the world of work. 
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark 
on an apprenticeship or full-time career in the catering or food industries. 

 
Future Opportunities 
 
The study of food and nutrition is also an important aspect of Health and Social Care.  We all 
need to eat, so it teaches some extremely useful practical skills for everyday life.  
 
The food industry is a major employer and offers a wide range of career opportunities some 
of which include:  
 
Agricultural engineer, baker, butcher, catering manager, food scientist, food manufacturing 
production manager, product development technologist, nutritional therapist, scientific 
laboratory technician, product/process development scientist, hospitality catering e.g. chef, 
sous chef, pastry chef, hospitality management e.g. deputy general manager, front office 
manager, naturopath, quality manager, regulatory affairs officer, technical brewer  

 
Head of Department – Mrs S King 
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GEOGRAPHY 
EDEXCEL B Geography (9-1)  
 
A geographical education is an education for life.  It develops in us an enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of our environments and improves our understanding of the environmental, 
cultural and economic challenges that face our world today.  More and more in recent 
years, Geography has been the place where local, national and international issues 
have been studied. 
 
 
Course content 
 
This content driven course studies Geography in a balanced framework of physical 
and human themes and investigates the link between them.  
 
The course is divided into three components (Global Geographical Issues, UK 
Geographical Issues and People and the Environment) and has an enhanced focus on 
Geographical theories and issues including: 
 

Global Geographical 
Issues 

UK Geographical 
Issues 

People and the 
Environment 

• Atmospheric 
circulation 

• Milankovitch Theory 
• Plate tectonics 
• Physical and Human 

causes of climate 
change 

• Frank’s Dependency 
Theory 

• Rostow’s 
Modernisation 
Theory 

• Glacial processes 
and landscapes 

• Geological 
timescales 

• Geological and 
physical river 
processes 

• Geological and 
physical coastal 
processes 

• Malthusian Theory 
• Boserupian Theory 
• UK economic activity 
• Globalisation 
• Trade and 

Investment 
• Cost/Benefit analysis 

of investment. 

 

 
Skills 
 
Graphical application and interpretation, data analysis, Ordnance survey evidence, 
independent thought, extended writing exam questions.  
 

 
    
The course encourages students to be constructive and highly independent learners.   
Throughout the course the emphasis is on decision making and enquiry based 
learning, with an entire exam devoted to the former.  Please note, the examination 
board places great importance on fieldwork; therefore all students studying 
GCSE Geography will attend a residential field studies course. 
 
Our aim, in preparing students for the exam, is to get them to think logically, interpret 
and present information effectively and write extended answers with detailed accurate 
place specific data including relevant facts and figures as evidence.  
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Assessment  
 
There are three externally assessed elements: 
 

 
 
Future Opportunities 
 
Due to the nature of the course and the assessment procedures many students are 
able to reach their potential in Geography, culminating with an academic qualification 
that is well respected and will place them in very good stead in the future.  It provides 
the skills and knowledge required to continue to Geography A Level.  Employers 
regard Geography GCSE as evidence that potential employees are aware of their 
surroundings and possess the high level skills of decision-making and problem-solving. 
Future career areas include environmental management, scientific services, 
management and administration, business and finance, education, law and social 
services. 
 
 
 
 
Head of Department – Miss A Phelps 
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HISTORY 
 
EDEXCEL  
 
 
The new Edexcel GCSE History Course has been designed to engage students with a 
broad and diverse study of the History of Britain and the wider world, and give them 
skills that will support progression to further study of history and a range of other 
subjects.  
 
The GCSE syllabus includes a number of exciting new topics giving students the 
opportunity to study different aspects of Historical progress, on both a national and 
international scale. As well as carrying out depth studies, where students will analyse 
the intricacies of an important historical event, GCSE History students are encouraged 
to see the unfolding narrative of history over an extended period.  
 
A major change to the curriculum is that there is no more Controlled Assessments and 
GCSE History consists of three externally examined papers.  
 
 
 
 
The three papers and topics covered are as follows:  
 
Title: Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment  
(Paper codes: 1HI0/10–12) 
 
Exam Type: Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
 
Percentage of Overall Grade: 30% of the qualification, 52 marks (16 for the historic 
environment, 36 for the thematic study) 
 
Topics covered: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the 
Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches 
 
 
Title: Paper 2: Period Study and British depth Study (Paper codes: 1HI0/20–29) 
 
Exam Type: Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
 
Percentage of Overall Grade: 40% of the qualification 64 marks (32 for the period 
study and 32 for the British depth study) 
 
Students take one British depth study option: 
 
Topics covered: Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40 and Superpower Relations 
and the Cold War, 1941–91 
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Title: Paper 3: Modern depth study (Paper codes: 1HI0/30–33) 
 
 
Exam Type: Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 
 
Percentage of Overall grade:  30% of the qualification 52 marks 
 
Topic covered: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 
 
 
 
 
Future Opportunities 
 
History GCSE is a highly regarded qualification and teaches important skills relevant 
to many future career opportunities. For example, History develops clear analytical 
and communication skills, that are useful beyond the study of History. History 
qualifications lead to careers in areas such as Law, Finance, Media and Marketing, 
Education and Journalism.  A GCSE in this subject would be very useful for a number 
of Post-16 courses including, Economics, Law, English Literature, Classics and, of 
course History. 
 
Head of Department - Miss F Woods 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
EDEXCEL LINEAR – Specifications: Mathematics (9-1) 
 
AIMS 
 
The aim of the Scheme of Assessment is to develop the students' mathematical knowledge, 
oral written and practical skills in a manner which encourages confidence, enjoyment and 
reliance. The application of mathematics to everyday situations and in different contexts and 
subject areas will foster the students' abilities to reason logically. Maths teaches students to 
plan strategies, to generalise and to prove facts.  
 
Students will be encouraged to use mathematical skills in every day contexts to demonstrate 
the effectiveness and power of mathematics. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATIONS 
 
The Assessment Pattern in this syllabus is differentiated to enable candidates to show their 
ability in the subject. There are two overlapping tiers of entry for the GCSE: 
 
Foundation tier - grades 1 to 5 available 
 
Higher tier - grades 4 to 9 available  
(Grade 3 is allowed in exceptional circumstances) 
 
ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The award is externally assessed using three written papers.  

 Time allowed Marks 

Paper 1 (non – calculator) 1 hr 30 mins 80 

Paper 2 (calculator allowed) 1 hr 30 mins 80 

Paper 3 (calculator allowed) 1 hr 30 mins 80 

 
Future Opportunities 
Students being encouraged now to consider taking Mathematics at A Level as it is favoured 
by many universities, regardless of future career plans. Maths earns you more money; studies 
have shown that young people with A Level Maths earn 10% more than their counterparts. A 
shortage of highly numerate candidates in the jobs market means employers pay a premium 
for the problem solving and number-crunching skills of mathematicians. Maths makes you 
more desirable as an employee; this is probably one of the most marketable qualifications in 
terms of acceptability. It is difficult to think of any course/career where it would not be 
welcomed in combination with other subjects. Regardless of the plans you have for the future, 
you will use Maths every day of your life. After completing your GCSE course, should you wish 
to carry on studying Mathematics, there are many options available to you; A/AS Level 
Mathematics or IB Maths. 
 
People with a Mathematics degree and other qualifications can go into: accounting, medicine, 
engineering, forensic pathology, finance, business consultancy, teaching, IT games 

development, scientific research, programming, the Civil Service, design, construction and 

astrophysics, to name but a few opportunities.  
 

Head of Department – Mr G Mwaramba 
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AQA  

CONTENTS OF THE COURSE 
 
The course aims to develop the ability to use the language effectively for the purposes 
of practical communication but also to explore areas of culture and literature in 
Francophone and Hispanophone countries. The topic areas are drawn from three 
themes which have direct relevance to situations commonly encountered abroad, 
whilst on holiday or in the work place. With the curriculum also comes an emphasis 
on translation from English to the target language (i.e. Spanish or French) and from 
the target language to English. 
 
Themes and Topics: 
 

1. Theme: Identity and culture 

 

• Who am I?: relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family 

are like; what makes a good friend; interests; socialising with friends and 

family; role models 

• Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media 

and technology (use of, advantages and disadvantages) 

• Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and 

television 

 

 
2. Theme: Local, national, and international areas of interests 

 

• Travel and tourism: travel and accommodation; asking for help and dealing 

with problems; directions; eating out; shopping 

• Home, town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do 

• Social issues: charity, voluntary work, healthy living 

• Global issues: the environment, poverty, homelessness 

 

 
3. Theme: Current and future study and employment 

 

• What school is like?: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; 

celebrating success 

• School activities: school trips, events and exchanges 

• Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training 

• Work: jobs, careers and future plans 

• Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; 

employment 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES 
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Students will learn to use and understand a widening range of vocabulary and 
structures, to give full descriptions and accounts, to discuss issues and give opinions 
and to cope with a degree of unpredictability across the four skill areas of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. They are encouraged to develop a positive attitude 
towards speakers of foreign languages and a positive approach to other cultures and 
civilisations. 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATIONS 
French and Spanish 
 
End of course examinations will be taken in all four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading 
and Writing). Each skill is equally weighted and equates to the following: 
  

Listening   25% 
 Speaking  25% 
 Reading  25% 
 Writing  25% 
 
In both French and Spanish two tiers of entry are available: 
 
Foundation Tier allows students to attain the range of grades 1-5 
Higher Tier allows students to attain the range of grades 4-9 
 
Candidates have to sit the same tier for all four skills (Higher or Foundation and not a 
mix of the two). 
 
Future Opportunities 
 
In the short term, a good grade at GCSE in MFL will open doors in terms of post-16 
education and later for further education. In the long term, foreign language skills are 
very important, especially in the South East of England and the capital where trade 
and holidays involve constant contacts with Europe. A recent CBI/Pearson Education 
and Skills Survey shows that almost two-thirds of UK businesses need foreign language 
skills – something likely to only increase as businesses look to enter and trade in new 
markets. The ability to communicate in French or Spanish will enable students who 
have achieved a grade at GCSE to take advantage of many opportunities, and help 
them in years to come with learning other languages, in their future careers and leisure 
activities. Foreign language skills can be used in almost any career and particularly in 
businesses that trade internationally. Some fields include:  
 
Academic researcher, media, museums and libraries, business services, interpreter, 
translator, teacher, charity worker, public administration, political risk analyst, English 
as a foreign language teacher, patent examiner, marketing executive, education 
consultant, diplomatic service officer, international aid/development worker, 
engineering, publishing rights manager, sales executive and more. 

Head of Department – Ms A Milton 

 
 
 
 



 28 

EDEXCEL  
 
Music GCSE is an ideal choice for any creative and hardworking student. If you have a passion 
for music you are much more likely to enjoy your studies and engage with practice. Yet the 
benefits of a music GCSE are endless and will not only develop you as a musician, but will 
provide transferable skills that will enhance general performance in other subjects at GCSE. 
Increasingly, employers and universities are looking for young people who have learned 
through creative subjects: creative thinking, emotional intelligence, communication and 
tenacity to name a few. Studying and making music can also help to maintain positive mental 
health and open doors to many opportunities.  
 
It is a common misconception that you must already know how to play an instrument in order 
to study music at GCSE. This is a bonus but not a prerequisite.  Our music GCSE students 
have access to individual instrumental/vocal lessons across three years. Ideally students are 
Grade 3 or 4 by the end of the course. Many start lessons for the first time in Year 9 and go 
on to achieve high results in performance in Year 11.  
 
We offer lessons on the following instruments: 

• Voice 
• Piano 
• Guitar (electric/acoustic) and Bass 
• Drums 
• (Woodwind/Strings/Brass to be confirmed) 

 
GCSE students are provided with a weekly 15 minute lesson free of charge in order to support 
the performance aspect of the course. Students receiving Pupil Premium/Free School Meals 
are entitled to a further 15 minutes of weekly tuition. There is also an option to ‘top up’ to 30 
minute lessons if you wish; payment for this is made directly to the instrumental tutor.  

 
Component 1: Performing Music 30% of the total marks 

You will be expected to: 
 

1. Perform a solo piece on your instrument or voice lasting a minimum of 1 minute. 
2. Perform a piece as part of a group on your instrument or voice lasting a minimum 

of 1 minute. 
 

 Overview: 
• The combined duration of both performances must be for a minimum of 4 minutes. 
• All performances must be recorded in the presence of a teacher and are marked by 

the teacher in school. 
 

 

Component 2: Composing Music 30% of the total marks 

You will be expected to: 
 

1. Compose a piece of music set on a brief by the exam board lasting at least 1 minute. 
2. Compose a piece in a style of your own choice lasting at least 1 minute. 

 

Overview: 
• The combined duration of both compositions must be for a minimum of 3 minutes. 
• The composition set by the exam board will happen during Year 11 of the course. 
• All are marked by the teacher in school and then moderated externally. 
• Composition work is completed using a choice of either musescore or soundtrap 

computer software which students are taught how to use.  

MUSIC 
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Component 3: Appraising Music 40% of the total marks 

 
The final listening examination happens at the end of June/July and will cover four areas of 
study. Each area of study focuses on two specific set works and similar music from around 
that time. These areas of study and set works are: 
 

Instrumental 
Music 1700–1820 

 

Vocal Music 
 

Music for Stage 
and Screen 

 

Fusions 
 

• J.S. Bach: 3rd 

Movement from 

Brandenburg 

Concerto no. 5 in 

D major 

 

• L. van Beethoven: 

1st Movement 

from Piano Sonata 

no. 8 in C minor 

‘Pathétique’ 

• H. Purcell: ‘Music 

for a While’ 

 

• Queen: ‘Killer 

Queen’ (from the 

album Sheer Heart 

Attack) 

• S. Schwartz: 

‘Defying Gravity’ 

(from the album 

of the cast 

recording of 

Wicked) 

 

• J. Williams: ‘Main 

title/rebel 

blockade runner’ 

(from the 

soundtrack to Star 

Wars Episode IV: 

A New Hope) 

• Afro Celt Sound 

System: ‘Release’ 

(from the album 

Volume 2: Release) 

 

 

• Esperanza Spalding: 

‘Samba em 

Preludio’ (from the 

album Esperanza) 

 
Further listening to other similar examples will also be conducted for each area of study. 
 
You will be expected to: 
 

• Understand a partial history of the person/people that composed the song and the 
context of the style of music they wrote. 

• Recognise key features of each piece of music by ear. 
• Understand key musical terms and apply them effectively when answering 

questions. 
 

 

 
Future Opportunities 
 
 

There are many opportunities that follow on from GCSE Music and a number of academic 
degrees and universities require that potential students have studied an artistic subject 
before being selected.  If you are interested in studying further, Music would help you in A 
level and BTEC courses including Music, Performing Arts and Music Technology.  After your 
studies, there are many options open to someone interested in music: recording engineer, 
performer, composer, teacher, arts management, music industry, management, promotions, 
etc. 
 

Music is also a fantastic GCSE to have even if you desire a completely unrelated career in 
the future, as it shows commitment to practice, desire and dedication in a different field and 
allows any potential university and employer to see another dimension of you as an 
individual. 
 

 
Head of Department – Ms C Ryan 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
CORE 

 

 
 
YEAR 9 CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Students will study 4 periods of Core PE over a fortnight, following the Key Stage 
Three National Curriculum.   
 
Students will continue to develop and apply skills to an increasingly more competitive 
situation, whilst improving their physical well-being. 

 
 
 
YEAR 10/11 CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Students will study 3 periods of Core PE over a fortnight, following the Key Stage Four 
National Curriculum.   
 
Students will be following a curriculum which will encourage them to participate in a 
range of activities.  It will also promote a variety of roles within sport, such as 
performer, coach, referee and instructor. 
 
To encourage participation during Key Stage 4, students will be given an options form 
in June where they will select activities.  A programme will then be put together for 
the whole year based on the most popular activities.  Students will be assigned to an 
activity based on the rank they have given it; we endeavour to give students their top 
3 choices over the year.  
 
 
 
 
Head of Department – Ms L Spurr 
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
EDEXCEL 1PE0   

 

 
GCSE PE is a separate subject to the compulsory Core PE.  This subject is more theory based 
than practical.  It will take an in-depth look into a variety of topic areas which are listed below.  
An interest in a variety of sports is essential and participation in an organised sporting activity 
outside of school to a high standard will be advantageous.  The content and weighting of 
this GCSE has dramatically changed from previous years, it is now predominantly 
theory based work. 
 
Whilst it is not a necessity, it is advised that students currently compete in at least one sport 
competitively outside of school. 
 
 
CONTENT 
 

Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems (Component code: 1PE0/01) 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
36% of the qualification 
80 marks 

Content overview 
● Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 
● Topic 2: Movement analysis 
● Topic 3: Physical training 
● Topic 4: Use of data 

Assessment overview 
The assessment consists of multiple-choice, short-answer, and extended writing 
questions. 
Students must answer all questions. 
Calculators can be used in the examination 

 
 

Component 2: Health and Performance (Component code: 1PE0/02) 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
24% of the qualification 
60 marks 

Content overview 
● Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being 
● Topic 2: Sport psychology 
● Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences 
● Topic 4: Use of data 

Assessment overview 
The assessment consists of multiple-choice, short-answer, and extended writing 
questions. 
Students must answer all questions. 
Calculators can be used in the examination. 
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Future Opportunities 
 
As well as being the ideal preparation for A Level Physical Education, GCSE PE allows 
progression to related vocational courses such as BTEC and National Diplomas.  The course 
develops the transferable skills and key skills that employers are looking for and can lead to 
a wide variety of employment opportunities.  This can include further training in such areas 
as recreational management, leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the fitness industry, the 
armed forces and the Civil Service.  
  

 
Head of Department – Ms L Spurr 

 

Component 3: Practical Performance (Component code: 1PE0/03) 
Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated 
30% of the qualification 
105 marks (35 marks per activity) 

Content overview 
● Skills during individual and team activities 
● General performance skills 

Assessment overview 
The assessment consists of students completing three physical activities from a set list. 
One must be a team activity. 
One must be an individual activity. 
The final activity can be a free choice. 
Students will be assessed against set assessment criteria found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Physical Education practical performance assessment criteria 
document on our website. 
Each activity can last up to 12 hours. These will be assessed by the teacher and moderated by 
Pearson. 

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) (Component code: 1PE0/04) 

Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated 
10% of the qualification 
20 marks 

Content overview 
● Aim and planning analysis 
● Carrying out and monitoring the PEP 
● Evaluation of the PEP 

Assessment overview 
The assessment consists of students producing a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), and will 
require students to analyse and evaluate their performance. 
These will be assessed by the teacher and moderated by Pearson. 

If you are interested in Physical Education then think about a career in…. 
 

• Sports therapy 
• Fitness instruction 
• Sports coaching 
• Youth work 
• Sports psychology 
• Physiotherapy 
• Outdoor pursuits instructing 
• Sports development 
• Close protection work 
• Sports event management 

• PE teaching 
• Exercise science  
• Sports equipment sales 
• Personal training 
• Firefighting 
• Sports nutrition 
• The Armed Forces 
• Stunt work 
• Professional diving 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

EDEXCEL  

 
 
 
The RE course is entitled Edexcel Specification A;  all students take the full GCSE 
Religious Studies course. 
 
The course is divided into three sections. 
 
Part 1, which will be the focus at the end of Year 9 and the majority of Year 10 is called 
Catholic Christianity. The exam for this section accounts for 50% of the final GCSE 
award and is 1 hour and 45 minutes long. 
 
Students learn about key aspects of Catholic belief including: 

• Catholic beliefs and teachings 
• Catholic practices 
• Sources of wisdom and authority 
• Forms of expression and ways of life. 

 
Part 2, which will be the focus near the end of Year 10 study is called Study of a Second 
Religion. The exam for this section accounts for 25% of the final GCSE award and is 50 
minutes long. 
 
Students will study various aspects of Judaism including: 

• Jewish beliefs and teachings 
• Jewish practices 

 

Part 3, which will be studied in Year 11, is called Philosophy and Ethics. The exam for 
this section accounts for 25% of the final GCSE award and is 50 minutes long. 
 
Students will study: 

• Arguments for the existence of God 
• Religious teachings on relationships and families in the 21st Century 

 
There is no coursework in RE. 
 
Course requirements: all students must have a complete copy of the Bible at home 
(preferably the Good News Bible). All students will also be expected to purchase a 
copy of the revision guide which is available from school through Wisepay at the 
reduced cost of £8 (20% cheaper than the RRP.) 
 
Future Opportunities 
Religious Studies is a highly respected subject to pass at GCSE level.  It is useful when applying 
for employment in the legal profession where the ability to look at things from different 
perspectives is important.  Also the caring professions, the police, social work, teaching, 
nursing and jobs where it is important to be tolerant towards different ethnic groups and 
where compassion is an essential part of the job. 
 

Head of Department – Mr M Rebbitt 
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SCIENCE 
 
AQA   
 
Triple Science 
The AQA Triple Science GCSE course enables students to gain 3 separate Science 
GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  The AQA Triple Science course is suited to 
more able students who have shown an aptitude for Science at Key Stage 3 and may 
wish to continue studying Science at A level or as part of the International 
Baccalaureate. 
 
The course follows the new National Curriculum programme of study and provides an 
extremely thorough appreciation of the roles played by the three subjects in an 
increasingly technological and scientific world. 
 
Students study Triple Science from Year 9 to Year 11. In May/June of Year 11, students 
sit 2 written examinations for each GCSE (6 in total) which are 1 hour 45 minutes. 
There is no controlled assessment/coursework element for GCSE Biology, Chemistry 
or Physics. Students will be required to carry out a range of practical activities as an 
integrated part of their learning and these will be assessed in the final written 
examinations. 
 
Combined Science: Trilogy 
The AQA Combined Science: Trilogy GCSE course enables students to gain 2 Science 
GCSEs. The course requires students to study areas of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
The course follows the new National Curriculum programme of study and provides an 
extremely thorough appreciation of the roles played by the three subjects in an 
increasingly technological and scientific world. 
Students study GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy from Year 9 to Year 11. In May/June 
of Year 11, students sit 6 written examinations (2 for Biology, 2 for Chemistry and 2 
for Physics), each of which are 1 hour 15 minutes. 
 
There is no controlled assessment/coursework element for GCSE Combined Science: 
Trilogy. Students will be required to carry out a range of practical activities as an 
integrated part of their learning and these will be assessed in the final written 
examinations. 
 

Future Opportunities 
GCSEs in Science are an essential starting point for many post-16 courses such as A 
Level Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Applied Science and GNVQ Health and Social Care. 
Science forms an important basis for many careers including those in the medical 
profession, research, forensic science, veterinary science, pharmacy, dentistry, 
engineering and sports science. Whilst studying Science, students also develop many 
transferable skills which will prove useful in a variety of other careers not directly 
linked to Science. 
 
Head of Department – Mr J Friel 
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ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Our Aspirations Coordinator, Mr Shanahan, can offer advice on additional GCSE 
qualifications that students may have the opportunity to undertake. 
 
The subject courses are completed in a students own time, with support provided by 
a member of staff; please note timetabled lessons are not assigned for this. Please 
contact Mr Shanahan for further details at rshanahan@stmcomprehensive.org   
 
Courses include: 
 
Astrronomy – 3 student places are made available to St Thomas More by the 
organisers of this course (other schools are also offered places.) STM students who 
are successful in securing a place on the course attend lessons at Royal Greenwich 
Observatory on Saturdays.  
 
Economics – Students complete the course in their own time, supported by a member 
of staff. 
 
Psychology – Students complete the course in their own time, supported by a 
member of staff. 
 
Sociology – Students complete the course in their own time, supported by a member 
of staff. 
 
 
 
Free Standing Maths Qualification (FSMQ) – This is an additional Maths 
qualification that may interest students who intend to study Maths at A Level. Please 
contact Mr Mwaramba at gmwaramba@stmcomprehensive.org for advice about this 
course.  
 
 
 
Latin – Students who attend Latin Club have the opportunity to continue study at 
GCSE level with the GCSE exam taking place in Year 10; classes for this take place 
after school. For further details about this, please contact Ms Milton, Head of MFL, at 
amilton@stmcomprehensive.org  
 
 
 

London Acadmey of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) Level 3 Acting – Students 
interested in knowing more about this qualification can contact Mr Jones at 
jjones@stmcomprehensive.org  Please be aware the course incurs a cost for entry 
onto the course and examination fee which is payable to LAMDA. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rshanahan@stmcomprehensive.org
mailto:gmwaramba@stmcomprehensive.org
mailto:amilton@stmcomprehensive.org
mailto:jjones@stmcomprehensive.org
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YEAR 8 OPTIONS SUBJECTS PARENTS/CARERS REQUEST FORM 
return by Friday 27 January 2023 

 
 
 
SAMPLE FORM 
 
 
Please choose from the list below the subjects for which you would like an 
appointment. Indicate your preferences by numbering up to maximum of 6 choices.  
 
1=1st choice, 2=2nd choice, 3=3rd choice, 4=4th choice, 5=5th choice, 6=6th choice 
 
 
 

Art       

Computer Science  

Design and Technology 
(DT) 

 

Food and Nutrition  

Geography  

History  

Music  

PE  

 
 
 
Please email the completed form to lcrilly@stmcomprehensive.org by 
Friday 27 January 2023. 

 
 
 
 

Mr C Doe 
Senior Assistant Head 
 

 
We suggest you prioritise the subjects you 
are unsure about taking/need to discuss 
queries with the subject teacher about as 
the highest priority.  
 
We will try our best to give you your top choices.  
 
In addition, you may see a selection of other 
subject teachers who will give you feedback on 
your child’s progress throughout the year.  

mailto:lcrilly@stmcomprehensive.org
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 YEAR 8 OPTIONS – FAQs 
 

Page numbers referred to in the answers can be found in the Options Booklet 

 
Q1  Explain why the students have to choose their Options, why can’t they do all 

the subjects? 
A1   GCSEs require a minimum of 2-3 hours study per week, therefore there is only 

time for 10 subjects 
    
Q2   What is the difference between Science and Triple Science? 
A2   Page 34 in the Options Booklet 
    
Q3  If my child speaks another language that the school doesn’t provide, can they 

do a GCSE in it? 
A3   Yes. But, they will do this as an extra GCSE, which will involve doing some 

practice papers etc at home; see Page 5 in the Options Booklet    
    
Q4  For the two Combined Science GCSEs, is that dependent on the set the child is 

in now?  
Q4      No 
    
Q5   Do the teachers choose whether the students should take Foundation or 

Higher tier subjects? 
A5  Yes, teachers do choose which tier a student will sit a GCSE paper for, in order 

to support a student at the most appropriate level. At the moment only Maths, 
French and Spanish offer Foundation or Higher. The final decision on this will 
be made in Year 11 

    
Q6  What is the maximum number of EBacc subjects a student can choose? 
A6   Four (e.g. History, Geography, French and Computer Science) 
    
Q7  Once the subject is chosen, can it be changed? 
A7  Yes, we would prefer any changes to be made as soon as possible (and by 

October half-term at the latest). However, in Year 9 it would depend on the 
subject your child wanted to swap to – it may be full 

    
Q8  If my child is choosing 3 out of the 4 EBacc subjects, will this have an effect on 

the priority they need to give for their subject choices? i.e. is there less of a 
chance of getting the subjects they want? 

A8  No. But please put the subjects your child wants to do in order of priority (see 
Question 20) 

    
Q9  Can students change sets? 
A9  There are no sets in Option subjects. However, there are five sets in the Core 

subjects: English, Maths, Science, RE and students can move sets; the Head of 
Department would make any decision regarding a student moving sets in the 
Core subjects 
  



 38 

Q10  I think Geography said that it will include a residential trip.  Do you know 
where this is likely to be? 

A10  The Geography Field trip usually takes place at the beginning of Year 11 to 
Swanage in Dorset  

    
Q11  Can a student still change subject Options in Year 10? If for example a student 

didn't excel in a specific Option subject chosen or just decided to change 
subject Option? 

A11  No, it is too late to change subjects in Year 10, see Question 7 
    
Q12  How do we send back the Options Form please? 
A12  We intend to have an electronic submission of Option forms. 
    
Q13  If my child is receiving SEN support, could this affect the amount of GSCEs 

they have to take? 
A13  The SEN department will liaise with parents/carers about any students who we 

believe would benefit from doing 3 Options. Students would be supported in 
the time gained on their timetable to help in their other 8 GCSEs 

    
Q14  How much should we be using the student reports you are going to send us to 

inform decisions on subject Options, given all the interruption the students 
have had? 

A14  You should use all of the information you can; see pages 7 & 8 of the Options 
Booklet and the Options Presentation 

    
Q15  Out of curiosity, are there any other languages to choose from other than the 

languages in the EBacc list? 
A15  We offer French and Spanish at St Thomas More. If your child can already 

speak another language see Question 3. 
    
Q16  How are students graded? How much of the grading is coursework and what 

%  is exams? 
A16  Page 10 in the Options Booklet  
    
Q17  What is the highest GCSE grade you can achieve with a Foundation tier 

compared to a Higher tier? 
A17  This mainly applies to Maths, French and Spanish. The Foundation tier is 

graded 1-5, the Higher tier is graded 4-9 
    
Q18 Will you be sharing my child’s steps/levels in each subject so I can try to 

choose my child’s best subjects? 
A18  Yes. Year 8 reports are due to be sent home in February, Page 9 of the booklet 
    
Q19  What is the limit of students for each subject chosen and will that number vary 

depending on the subject? 
A19  Yes, it varies due to staffing levels and class size e.g. Geography, we can 

usually offer 3 classes of 30 = 90 students, but Music can only offer 1 class of 
24 
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Q20  If a subject is over-subscribed, who decides on the placement of students? 
A20  It is VERY important that you put down subjects you want to do the most as 

1st choice. If a subject is over-subscribed, then students for which it is their 
first choice will be allocated first, then those who put it 2nd and so on. 

    
Q21  Will the Parent/Carer Evening be a face-to-face meeting or an online meeting? 
A21  All Parent/Carer Evenings will continue to be held on Microsoft TEAMS  
    
Q22 If we put 2 Ebacc subjects, how many optional subjects can we choose? 

A22  Two. The total is four 
    
Q23  What is the deadline for the actual choices? 

A23   Normally the end of March. We need to make sure paired careers meetings 
are completed first (this may mean the usual deadline being moved until after 
Easter) 

   
Q24  PE is listed as Core. Is it also available as an Option? 

A24  Yes. Page 31 in the Options Booklet  


