
St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

d  

 
St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive 

A member of the South East London Catholic Academy Trust (SELCAT) 

 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

Admission in Academic Year 2022/23 

Footscray Road, Eltham, London  SE9 2SU 
Tel: (020) 8850 6700/email: enquiries@stmcomprehensive.org, www.stmcomprehensive.org 

Headteacher: Mr Stuart Sharp 
Chief Executive: Mr David Garrido 

 

10 letters 

3 words 

1 vital message 

Do Your Best 

LIFE OPPORTUNITIES 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/


St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

 
 

Christ Commands Us 
“Love one another as I have loved you” 

 
 

 

Our Mission: 

The purpose of St Thomas More school is the all-inclusive development of each 
individual within a loving community which is welcoming, safe, forgiving, positive; 
challenging each to follow Christ in serving others. 

 
The following principles which guide our behavior are: 

 
 
Resilience:  
 
We will live this out through having the courage to overcome challenges, 
to celebrate our success, to have a positive attitude and to take appropriate risks. 
 
 

Faith:  
 
We will live this out through following the teachings of Christ - love, kindness, 
compassion and forgiveness. 
 
 

Inclusion:  
 
We will live this out by following the words of Christ ‘Love one another as I have 
loved you’, acknowledging that ‘We are all made in the image and likeness of God’, 
thus enabling us to radiate Christ in our actions and in our attitudes to all people. 
 
 

Aspiration:  
 
We will live this out by striving to always do our best and by challenging 
ourselves, in all aspects of life. 
 
 

Respect:  
 
We will live this out by treating everyone as we would like to be treated and walking 
through the journey of life together.  
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GOVERNORS PRESENTATION ON ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 

Admissions to this school are the responsibility of the Board of Governors. 

At St Thomas More School, which is popular and oversubscribed, admissions are done with great 

care and with procedures which I hope will be clear to parents and carers.  
 

We plan to admit 124 students next September. We still expect that once again there will be 
many more applications than this and the Governors will have to reduce this number to 124 using 

the admissions criteria which are set out in our admission policy.  As a Catholic school under 

the Governorship of the Archdiocese of Southwark as always first priority will be 
given to those applications where the student and at least one Catholic parent/carer 

are Baptised fully practising Catholics going to Mass every Saturday/Sunday and have 
done so for a period of three years.    

 
If there are still over 124 eligible applicants, meeting the full Catholic practice criterion, we use 

sub-criteria (a), (b), (c) and (d) defined in the admissions policy. These are: 

 
(a) the presence of sibling(s) (brother or sister) in the school at the time of application.  I 

should stress that a large proportion of places will be taken by siblings – in a typical year 
approximately fifty of all the places are allocated to siblings. 

 

(b) Medical, social and pastoral grounds relating to the child. Strong and relevant 
supporting evidence from an appropriate professional authority e.g. medical consultant, 

education welfare officer, social worker or priest, submitted at the time of application, 
considered at the discretion of the Governors. Supporting evidence should set out the 

specific reasons why this school is the most suitable and the difficulties that would be 

caused if the child had to attend another school. The Governors will seek advice from 
medical, educational, social care professionals or parish clergy where appropriate. 

 
(c) Priority will be given to 12% of the remaining places, rounded up or down to the nearest 

whole number, to applicants who are in receipt of Free School Meals at the time of 
application. The Governors require applicants to provide proof of current receipt of Free 

School Meals at the time of application. Free School Meal recipients will be ranked 

according to proximity to the school using the Royal Greenwich LA GIS computerised 
mapping system measured as a straight line from the centre of the home address to the 

centre of the school. Where the last remaining place up to 12% of applicants in receipt 
of Free School Meals is to be allocated and two or more children are deemed to live at 

the same distance from the school, the place will be decided by the drawing of lots. 

 
(d)  The remaining places will be offered to applicants based on the distance of their home 

address to the school. Proximity to the school is determined  by the Royal Greenwich LA 
GIS computerised mapping system measured as a straight line from the centre of the 
home address to the centre of the school.  Where the last remaining place is to be 
allocated and two or more children are deemed to live at the same distance from the 
school, the place will be decided by the drawing of lots. 

 
I have to tell you that in our experience we have always been over-subscribed with applications 

satisfying the full Catholic practice criterion (Criterion 2 in the Admission Policy). 
 

You apply using two forms.  The first of these is the Common Application Form which is being 

used across London.  You make this application through the local authority in which you reside. 
In most cases I know that primary school heads will have explained the system to you.  You can 

apply online using the e-Admissions portal or if you would prefer to complete a paper form, a 
copy can be obtained from the Admissions Section of your borough of residence.   
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The Common Application Form has to be completed by you and returned to the Admissions 

Section of your borough of residence to arrive no later than 31 October.  It is strongly 
recommended that you submit your application by Friday 22 October 2021, before 

the half-term holiday.  As you will be aware, you may put down up to six school preferences 

(including St Thomas More if you decide to apply for this school.)  Can I emphasise that you must 
send the Common Application Form to the borough in which you live.  In other words, if you live 

in Bexley, you send the form to Bexley Council, if you live in Lewisham, to Lewisham Council and 
so on.  Whatever you do, please do not send the Common Application Form to this or 

any other secondary school.   

 
The second form which you do submit to our school if St Thomas More School is one of your 

choices is the Supplementary Information Form a copy of which is available on our school 
website.  This form allows the Governors to assess the Catholicity criterion which you will be 

aware is crucial to your application to this school.  Your parish priest may have invited you to 
meet with him, with your completed form prior to this form being sent to the school.  Whether 

or not you have such a meeting, you need to complete all the pages of the form and submit the 

whole form direct to the school (not to the council.) Dates of when you can submit the forms 
and supporting original documents  can be found on our school website. For convenience we 

arrange to take in paperwork outside of the normal school day timings and we include some 
Saturdays to accommodate working families.  

 

The final deadline to submit paperwork is 31 October i.e. the same deadline as the Common 
Application Form, please note 31 October is a Sunday this year, therefore you must ensure your 

application is submitted to the school ahead of this date. We also encourage you to submit 
the Supplementary Form to us by Friday 23 October 2020, before the half-term 

holiday.  To repeat: please do not send the Supplementary Information Form to the 

council – submit it to the school. 
 

Once the school receives your Supplementary Information Form, if your priest’s supporting 
statement has not already been received by the school, the admissions officer at the school will 

post the whole form to the priest or priests you nominate to support your application.  The priest 
will return the form to the school, having completed his section.  You will have the right, should 

you so wish, to view the completed priest’s form at the school in due course.   

 
Please note that if you attend Mass at more than one church or have recently moved 

into the parish, you must provide a further reference from the priest where you have 
also attended, together with a brief explanation for the additional reference. If you 

wish to tell us of any special circumstances affecting your Mass attendance, you must 

tell us on this form. It is essential that Governors have this information before 
admission decisions are made. 

 
COVID-19 – MASS ATTENDANCE INTERUPTION  

 
On the advice of the Education Commission of the Archdiocese of Southwark the Governors of St 

Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive has agreed the following statement in order to clarify how 

its faith-based oversubscription criteria will be interpreted whilst churches are/were closed or 
attendance at church is not or was not possible due to COVID-19. This statement has been shared 

widely with parishes in order to ensure that determinations made by parish priests concerning 
regular practice of the faith are being made on a consistent basis. 

 
The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday Mass was announced on 18 March 2020 by 
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. If a parent/carer attended Mass at particular parish 
(or parishes) prior to 18 March 2020 then they will be considered to have attended Mass in that 
parish (or parishes) regularly since that time. This will remain the case until the Sunday obligation 
is reintroduced by the Bishops. 
 
To sum up: you are asked to complete the Common Application Form or e-Admissions 

form AND SEND IT TO THE COUNCIL to meet the 31 October deadline.  You submit 
Supplementary Form DIRECTLY TO THE SCHOOL to also meet the 31 October 

deadline, but ideally by Friday 22 October, before the half-term holiday.   

A
D

M
IS

S
IO

N
S
 



St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

In December, the Governors of St Thomas More School will be advised by the council of all those 

applications (from across the boroughs) naming St Thomas More as one of their choices.  They 
will then apply the admissions policy in priority order as described earlier and notify the council 

of their decisions regarding the order in which places are to be allocated. 

 
We are always asked how near to the school you have to live to be sure of getting in. This is an 

impossible question to answer because it varies from year to year. It depends completely on the 
number of children who apply in a given year, and also the number of those who have siblings 

at the school. All I can say is the usual variation is from 1.4 miles upwards. Last year, for example, 

it was 1.5 miles (2.49 kilometres,) but there is no guarantee that the distance will be the 
same this year as we have no control over who applies and where they live.  It is for this reason 

that we urge all parents to nominate other schools on the application form.  Because 
you are allowed up to six choices, it is not essential that these all be Catholic schools. 

 
The task, which the Governors who decide the admissions have, is a difficult one. All I can promise 

you is that we do it with immense care and with scrupulous fairness. Once the Governors have 

made their decision, there is no way that any Governor or any member of staff can change this. 
Any alteration to the decision of the Governors can only be made by an independent appeals 

panel, which we would expect to sit early in the summer term. 
 

Your Education Authority will notify parents/carers of offers by first class post on 1 March 2022. 

Online applicants can see the outcome before receiving their letter through the post. 
 

Links to the various documents you should read/complete regarding the St Thomas More 
Supplementary Information Form are shown below. 

 

I wish you well in your application.  
 

Mrs E Holdsworth 
Chair of the Board of Governors 

 
All documents listed below can be accessed/downloaded from our school website: 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/Admissions/ 

 
Link to Admission Policy for Secondary Transfer in September 2022: 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/Admissions_Policy_Sept_20
22.pdf  

 

Link to Supplementary Information Form for Secondary Transfer in September 
2022: 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/STM_Supplementary_Form_
Sept_2022.doc 

 
Link to list of dates when Supplementary Information Form/s and supporting 

documents can be submitted to the school: 

http://stmcomprehensive.org/docs/letters_to_parents/Admissions_2022_addition
al_docs.pdf  

 
Please bring the necessary original documents to the school AND a photocopy of each 

document during the specified dates/times indicated at the above link (the photocopy 

will be endorsed by a member of staff to acknowledge the original documents have been seen.) 
It is highly recommended that you wear a mask and observe social distancing whilst 

on the school site.  This may mean that some areas of the school will have limited 
capacity and may restrict movement. 

 

 
 

A
D

M
IS

S
IO

N
S
 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/Admissions/
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/Admissions_Policy_Sept_2022.pdf
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/Admissions_Policy_Sept_2022.pdf
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/STM_Supplementary_Form_Sept_2022.doc
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/docs/Admissions/STM_Supplementary_Form_Sept_2022.doc
http://stmcomprehensive.org/docs/letters_to_parents/Admissions_2022_additional_docs.pdf
http://stmcomprehensive.org/docs/letters_to_parents/Admissions_2022_additional_docs.pdf


St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The Chapel was built by funding from parents and friends of the school in 1997. The site was 

chosen carefully to symbolise the central importance of Catholic worship in the life of the school.  
Each form uses the chapel to celebrate its own Mass during the year. Midday Prayer and 

Meditation also take place at lunch-time and the Rosary is said in October and May.  

 
The Chaplain’s role  is to support the whole school community of staff, students and families in 

school and to be available to liaise with Christchurch parish.  The Chaplain’s role is to encourage 
all in the school community to understand and deepen their faith and to attempt to live out their 

lives as Christians in the Catholic faith. 

 
The Chaplain organises the spiritual programme of retreats, making provision for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation and Benediction as well as the celebration of all the major feasts and liturgical 
seasons (Advent, Christmas and Lent). Mass is always celebrated during our residential retreats 

and provision is also made for students and staff to attend mass on any residential trip which 

occurs during a weekend. 
 

One of the Chaplain’s major roles is to be a presence in the school and to encourage students 
and staff to know that the Church is here to care for all “God’s People” and to be 

appreciative/understanding of those times when the practice of our faith is difficult because of 
the pressures in society and the trauma that life can so easily bring. 

 

The Chaplain in the school is here to assist the school community to grow and to work in 
partnership with all aspects of their life; the mundane or the spectacular through the provision of 

daily prayer, form Masses and the opportunity to seek and find God in the routine of school and 
academic life. 

 

The school has a committed Chaplaincy Team which involve the staff and a student team who 
work with the Chaplain and are encouraged to bring forward ideas and suggestions to make the 

Liturgy and spiritual life of the school more vibrant and meaningful. 
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Dear Prospective Parents/Carers 

 
Main findings 

 

St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School was judged Outstanding in every category in its 
inspection by Ofsted in May 2014. 

 
The achievement of pupils is outstanding 

 

◼ The percentage of students attaining five good GCSE passes at grades 4 - 9, including English 

and mathematics, has been over 80% for the last four years. Standards are well above average 

in all years.  
 

◼ In all subjects, students are given targets, based on their starting points in Year 7, which 

challenge them to achieve in the top 5% of their predicted levels or grades.  
 
◼  Last year, our average Year 11 pupil achieved nearly 1 Grade higher in every subject than 

similar pupils in an average school in England e.g. eight Grade 5s and two Grade 4s compared to 

ten Grade 4s at an average school. 
 

The quality of teaching is outstanding 
 
◼ Teaching is consistently effective in all years and in all subjects. It is complemented by 

students’ enthusiasm and hard work. Starting in Year 7, the school sets students really high 
targets and they all strive to meet them.  

 
◼ A key factor contributing to students’ outstanding progress is that they always know how well 

they are doing and how they could do better.  
 
◼ Students complete assessment tasks regularly.  Teachers mark these accurately and 

thoroughly with crisp guidance about how answers could be improved. 
 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 
 
◼   The behaviour of students is outstanding.  Feeling privileged to attend the school, they quickly 

absorb its very high standards of behaviour and work. 

 
◼ Students’ outstanding personal development is nurtured in many ways: in assemblies and 

form time and in personal, social and health education sessions. 

 
◼ Students relish taking on positions of responsibility and helping others. 

 

The leadership and management are outstanding 
 
◼ When students arrive in Year 7, they quickly assimilate the school’s values.  This happens 

because all staff treat them respectfully, teach them well and have their best interests at heart. 

 
◼ All staff accept that they are accountable for their performance. 
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Section 48 
 

Overall effectiveness of the school in providing Catholic Education 

 
St Thomas More was judged as Outstanding in every category in its denominational inspection 

by the Diocese of Southwark in March 2019. The report outlined the following: 
 

Catholic life of the school 

 
Students benefit hugely by being part of this harmonious and very safe learning community where 

respect for one another is of paramount importance. They respond positively to the very high 
standards and expectations consistently set by the school demonstrating excellent behaviour both 

in class and around the school.  
 

The school provides a distinctively Catholic education, which is high quality and clearly based on 

gospel values. Prayer and worship are at the heart of school life. 
 

Pastoral care is a real strength of the school and the school’s approach to their safeguarding is 
outstanding. A highly effective Learning Support Unit provides outstanding care and guidance to 

students who struggle with mainstream classes. 

 
The school’s mission statement is summed up in the words of Christ as “Love one another as I 

have loved you.” The students live this message by always seeking to help those less fortunate 
than themselves by raising significant sums of money for local, national and international 

charities. 

 
Religious Education 

 
Outcomes for students in Religious Education have been consistently high for many years and 

are regularly in the top 10% of results nationally. 
 

Teaching of Religious Education is outstanding. Lessons are consistently good and much of the 

teaching is outstanding. Lessons are carefully planned and there is a strong collegiate approach 
by teachers. 

 
Students clearly enjoy their Religious Education lessons as shown by their very positive attitudes 

and behaviour in lessons. They really appreciate the time taken by their teachers to plan 

interesting and challenging lessons using a variety of teaching styles. 
 

Collective Worship 
 

The response and participation of students to the many opportunities for Collective Worship and 
prayer is outstanding. Their respectful and mature behaviour during collective worship shows 

how much they value Collective Worship whether led by the staff or by their peers. 

 
Prayer is at the heart of school life. Pupils pray at the beginning of the school day either as part 

of their form or assembly. Prayers also take place in lessons before lunch and at the end of the 
day. 

 

Students have opportunities to attend Mass and are offered opportunities to attend Benediction 
as well as services of Reconciliation. 

 
 

 

The full reports can be downloaded from our website www.stmcomprehensive.org      
  

D
E
N

O
M

IN
A
T
IO

N
A
L
 I

N
S
P
E
C
T
IO

N
 

http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/


St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INCLUSION AND EQUALITY 
 
Our mission is to have a school community that not only accepts, but embraces the differences 
we all have as people. Inclusion is an expectation, embedded in the culture of our school and 

something we all must be aware of, and take part in.  
 

We will nurture this by: 

 

• Being mindful that the process of learning is an individual experience and to be respectful 
of the different journeys people are on as we all work towards better understanding of 

how to be more inclusive  

• Engaging in aspects of inclusion that are presented in our subjects  

• Engaging in aspects of inclusion that are part of our wider curriculum 

• Showing acceptance for who people are and how they identify themselves 

• Encouraging thoughtful and respectful discussions  

• Broadening our horizons and being open to alternative perspectives 

• Not condoning bigotry and threats 

• Condemning discrimination of all types 

• Taking active steps to become anti-racist and anti-prejudice (e.g. anti-homophobic, anti-
sexist) 

• Taking the context of home / personal situations into consideration 

• Celebrating different calendar events to support our differences (e.g. National Hijab 

Day/Black History Month/Diversity Week) 

• Having awareness of the wellbeing of others  

• Being attentive and considerate of the needs of others  

• Respecting each individual’s pronouns, gender identity, sexual orientation and their 
confidentiality** 

 

**There are situations whereby it is in the best interest of the pupil to grant confidentiality. We, 
as a school, uphold the respect of each pupil’s journey in disclosing information about their 

identity. Therefore, there may be incidents where we are aware of a pupil’s identity, in relation 
to LGBTQ+ while parents/carers/guardians/peers are not. We will support each individual in 

having the conversation(s) when they express that they are ready to do so.  
 

Together, as a school community, we expect the full support of everyone as we are: 

 

• Anti-racist  

• Anti-homophobic 

• Anti-sexist 

• Anti-discriminatory  
 

We see people’s ethnicity, identified gender, sexual orientation, disabilities and aim to help people 
feel heard, seen and respected for who they are as individuals.  
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THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE COMMUNITY 
 
St Thomas More is a Catholic School, a Catholic community sharing one faith and working and 

praying together. We aim to care for the individual in a pleasant and secure atmosphere which 

will allow development to the full of whatever talents the student possesses. 
 

 
 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
 
We aim to provide a challenging and rewarding learning experience that will encourage and 

motivate students to high levels of attainment and the pursuit of academic excellence.  
 

 

 

TRAINING OF CHARACTER 
 
Spiritual, social and emotional growth is nurtured, helping the students to become responsible 

adults, able to take their place usefully in the community, with an awareness of their own value 

and with a respect for the value and dignity of all other people. Great importance is attached to 
the training of character and the development of personal responsibility and self-discipline. 

 
 

 

COMMITMENT TO THE FAITH 
 

Above all, we hope that our young people will leave us with an understanding of, and commitment 
to, their Faith, together with a sense of their own mission as world citizens. 

 
 

 

EDUCATION FOR LIFE 
 

In preparing the Curriculum we are conscious of the changing demands made on the education 
system by society, of the changing needs of the students we teach and of the current changes 

taking place within education itself. We aim to accommodate all of these; but whether attempting 

to improve levels of achievement, increase learning and study skills, or encourage personal and 
social development, we try to provide a stimulating and rewarding learning experience that will 

give students a genuine desire to "find out", encourage a life-long commitment to learning and 
allow each student to reach their full potential. 
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YEAR 7 AND 8 
 

In Years 7 and 8 all students follow a broad-based, common curriculum which meets the 
requirements of the National Curriculum in the following subjects: 

 
Religious Education  English Art 

Geography  French Drama 
History   Spanish Music 

Physical Education Mathematics Design Technology 

Science   Food and Nutrition Computer Science 
 

Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE), Citizenship, Careers Education 
 

PiXL Edge – all students in Lower School embark on the PiXL Edge Award. 

Duke of Edinburgh – all students will be expected to complete the Bronze Award. 
 

When the students join the school in Year 7, they are put into four tutor groups of mixed ability 
but with ability setting in English, Mathematics and Science. Six groups operate for the 

Technology subjects and Art. 
 

In Year 8, ability setting is extended to Modern Languages, but smaller mixed ability groups 

operate for the Technology and all Creative/Aesthetic subjects. Physical Education is taught in 
class groups. 

 

YEARS 9, 10 AND 11 
 
In Years 9, 10 and 11, all students study for GCSE examinations. The norm is students entering 
Year 9 begin a course of study consisting of four compulsory core subjects (six GCSEs) and 

three/four additional subjects, thus allowing each student to present at least 9/10 subjects for 
examination, with many entered for additional subjects.   

 

 

CORE SUBJECTS 
 
Mathematics, Science (Combined or Triple Award), English, English Literature and Religious 

Studies and Core PE.   

 

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
 
Students, in consultation with parents/carers and teachers, take at least three further subjects at 

GCSE.  The following additional subjects are offered: 

 
French Art  Drama 

History Spanish Music 
Design and Technology 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Geography 

Physical Education 

Digital Information Technology 

Computer Science 

   
In addition to the examination subjects all students follow a course in Personal, Social, Health 

Education (including Careers Education) and Citizenship.  We run the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
and Silver Awards in Years 9 and 10. 

 
The PiXL Edge award continues in Upper School for Years 10 and 11. 

Duke of Edinburgh – students have the opportunity to take the Silver Award in Year 10. 

ECDL (European Computer Driving Licence): All Year 9s 
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CAREERS  
 
St Thomas More’s Careers Programme is guided by the Department for Education’s Careers 

Strategy: making the most of everyone’s skill and talents, and by the eight “Gatsby 
Benchmarks”. 

 

 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 

The school understands that it is not simply during classroom hours that young minds can be 

nurtured. Students who participate in extra-curricular activities often perform better academically 
and socially. The highest priority is given to extra-curricular activities and it is the expectation 

that all students participate in as many day, evening and residential activities as possible. Every 
member of staff is responsible for running an extra-curricular club and there is on average 55 

clubs that run throughout the year. 

 
The school organises regular events and trips and visits around London, to other parts of the 

country and overseas. There are a range of residential trips some of which are compulsory and a 
number of additional trips which pupils can apply to attend. 

 

 
 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD  
 

Duke of Edinburgh Award is the world’s leading youth achievement award.  At the school we 

encourage all Year 9 students to take the Bronze level award and in Year 10 students can opt to 
take the Silver qualification.  It enables students to be challenged, have fun and develop core 

skills including teamwork, confidence and problem solving. The core of the award is to help 
students stand out in their education and prepare them for a future career.  The award is an 

opportunity for students to shine. Students have to complete four sections that include 

volunteering, physical, skills and an expedition.   
 

 
 
PiXL EDGE 
 
This is an accredited qualification from NCFE that develops five key attributes that employers 

desire – Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative and Communication (LORIC).  
 

All students at St Thomas More undertake the PiXL Edge accreditation; students have the 

opportunity to qualify at three levels:  
 

Level 1: Apprentice  
Level 2: Pioneer  

Level 3: Graduate  
 

The qualification allows our students to be recognised for their hard work beyond the curriculum, 

with tasks such as charity fund raising, being a peer mentor or prefect and representing the 
school in sporting and musical events.  All students will be able to complete the Apprentice within 

our daily expectations.  
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St Thomas More School has a comprehensive enrichment and extension programme for all 

students and has a member of staff, Mrs Mouslmani, dedicated to this provision.  All students, 
irrelevant of academic ability are targeted at the school to achieve their potential academically. 

The value added we give to students who come to us with a level 5+ in English and maths is 
exceptional. This is highlighted below when the data is compared to some of the local schools 

(data from https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/).  

 
Please note that 2019 data has been used as this is the last year when exams were taken. 

 

 Progress since Year 6 of KS2 score students 

(Progress 8) 2019 results 

 
School 

Low  
KS2 

Score 

Medium 
KS2 

Score 

High 
KS2 

Score 

Progress 8 score 
(entire cohort) 

2019 results 

St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive +0.91 +1.16 +0.66 +0.91 

*St Ursula’s Convent School +1.08 +1.00 +0.72 +0.86 

*St Catherine’s Catholic School for Girls +0.04 +0.94 +0.61 +0.76 

*Townley Grammar School NE NDA +0.71 +0.70 

Harris Academy Greenwich NDA +0.70 +0.43 +0.57 

Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School NE NDA +0.43 +0.43 

Bexley Grammar School NE NE +0.24 +0.24 

Beths Grammar School NE NDA +0.21 +0.21 

St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School +0.46 +0.04 +0.16 +0.15 

National Average Progress   0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 

NE (no entries) the school has no entries in this category. 
NDA (no data available) if a school has 5 or fewer entries the DfE do not publish data. 

 

Progress 8 (P8) is a measure of how well students progress since they joined the 
school.  

 
P8 = 0 means students’ progress is at the expected level. 

 

P8 =+1 means 10 grades out of 10 are 1 grade ABOVE national progress in the UK 
expected by the government. 

 
*Nationally, girls achieve better progress than boys.  

 
Nationally, girls achieved a P8 of +0.22 and boys achieved a P8 of -0.23.    

 

 
 

AIM HIGHER 
 

St Thomas More is a leading school within the Aim Higher organisation; we were named School 

of the Year in 2020/2021. Aim Higher select students from a demographic that has been found 
to be less likely to take the university route to study at degree level. Aim Higher offer students 

the opportunity to attend workshops at universities; participants hear from students currently 
studying a variety of courses, their experiences of secondary school and what has led them to 

study at university. 

 
St Thomas More has hosted Aim Higher workshops very successfully and is acknowledged by the 

organisation as an exemplar establishment where access to a degree level course is achievable 
for all students who strive to succeed.     

 
 

 

A
C
A
D

E
M

IC
 E

N
R
IC

H
M

E
N

T
 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/


St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

One of our students achieved the following grades last year  

• 11 grade 9s 

• 3 grade 8s 

• 1 grade 7 

• FSMQ AS Level Grade A 

 
Following receipt of the GCSE exam results for 2021 the school received the following 

message from the parent: 

 
“I just wanted to drop you a quick email to express our absolute joy at my daughter’s GCSE 
results. As she left St Mary’s she was just an average student, but St Thomas More showed 
her how to achieve the absolute best she could possibly accomplish. She has worked 
incredibly hard, but I don’t think she could have achieved the results she did without the 
nurturing and support she had from each and every teacher at St Thomas More.” 

 

 
Opportunities for more able students  

 

• Students with good mathematical ability are able to take FSMQ Mathematics in Year 11.  
 

• Extra GCSEs such as Economics, Dance, Latin, Psychology, Astronomy (at the Royal 

Observatory) are offered to our most able students in Years 9, 10 and 11. 

 

• The school has a close link with Mansfield College (Oxford University) and King’s College 
London, Faculty of Life Sciences and Medicine, where students visit each year.   

 

• Year 8, 9, 10 and 11 students have the opportunity to study Latin to GCSE level in addition 
to their regular timetable. 

 

• Students at STM who have a higher ability in Science have the opportunity to study Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics at GCSE at the end of Year 11, gaining 3 GCSEs. 
 

• Leadership skills are developed by training and having the opportunity to lead a team of 

students in organizing some of the major school events. 
 

• Many of our students take part in challenges with other schools in Technology and in Public 

Speaking - an area in which the school has always excelled. 
 

• All students are mentored on a regular basis to set new challenges and provide opportunities 

to discuss any areas of concern. 

 

• Many extra-curricular clubs, activities and trips are run by the school to extend the provision 
available to our students. 

 

• Each year the school produces a Drama production for those who excel at Drama. 
 

• Students with musical ability can join various groups, bands and the orchestra, have 

individual support, sing in the choir and participate in competitions. 

 

• The school Dance Company regularly win competitions and have the opportunity to dance 
at major theatres e.g. Sadler’s Wells and Southbank Centre. For many years our Dance 

Company have been Royal Greenwich Borough Champions in both the Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4 competitions. In additions, our Key Stage 4 dancers have secured ? place at The 

London Youth Games.  
 

 

We encourage all students to take part in as many activities as possible throughout their time  
at the school. 
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AIMS 
 
The Physical Education Department strives to enable all students to achieve emotional, social, 
and physical development. The school encourages a healthy and happy lifestyle through 
participation in physical activities. Achievements in sport are celebrated during and at the end of 
each year.  Students are given the opportunity to participate in inter-house as well as inter-school 
competitions. We also offer a range of extra-curricular sporting activities and competitions.  These 
activities are supported by parents/carers and members of staff with relevant qualifications. The 
school uses external coaches where appropriate. 

 

 

FIT FOR SCHOOL, FIT FOR SPORT 

 
We have a policy “Fit for School – Fit for Sport”.  This means that if your son/daughter is in 

school, we expect them to take part in their PE lesson.  Should your son/daughter be unable to 

physically take part for one week or more a medical note from your GP will be necessary. Your 
child will still participate and will still need their PE kit.  They will just take on a different role in 

the lesson i.e. coach/umpire/leader.  PE is a statutory requirement of the National Curriculum and 
the Department of Health and Department for Education have directed the school to ensure all 

students participate in sport. 

 

PROVISION 

 
During Key Stage 3, students participate in a wide range of activities including athletics, 

basketball, dance, trampoline, hockey, netball, problem solving, rounders, rugby and swimming. 

Core PE at Key Stage 4 allows students to make a choice in participating in a selection of the 
activities above as well as a wider range of activities such as boxing, dodgeball, football, fitness, 

tennis and yoga. There is also the option to take GCSE PE at KS4.   

 

FACILITIES 

 
Our onsite facilities include 3 outdoor netball courts, 2 outdoor basketball courts, a 60m track, 

long jump pit and indoor gym.  We also make use of local playing fields and leisure facilities.  

 

LINKS WITH SPORTS CLUBS  

 
The school has close links with the following organisations: Blackheath Schools FA, Cambridge 

Harriers, The Eltham Centre, Footscray Rugby Club, Greenwich Dance Agency, London Schools 
Athletics Association and The Reach Climbing Wall.  
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The framework for the identification, assessment, monitoring and evaluation of Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities at the school are: 
 

a) the Code of Practice  

b) the school's Special Needs and Disabilities Policy 
c) the school’s Equality Policy, in line with the Equality Act (2010) 

 

 
 
PROVISION 
  

Any student who has an Education Health Care Plan ( EHCP) issued by the Local Authority will be 
given the provision specified in the EHCP. This is alongside students who may require extra 

support and are on the SEN register. 

 
Here at St Thomas More, we are able to provide a collaborative approach between teaching staff 

and support staff, mainly due to the small size of the school. The relationship nurtured between 
teaching staff and support staff is vital to the wellbeing, development  and progress of the 

student.  

 
The SEND department consists of a Senior Assistant SENDCo, who manages the department on 

a day to day basis. She is assisted by a team of 11 LSAs/TAs who support the students throughout 
the curriculum. The majority of the support takes place in the classroom – ensuring access to the 

curriculum. Students may also be taken out for small group intervention work – this support takes 

place in the Additional Learning Provision (ALPs) room located within the SEND area. Students 
will come out for a variety of needs such as:  

 
·       Dyslexia Intervention 

·       Literacy Intervention 
·       Numeracy Intervention  

·       Reading Intervention 

 
These take place on a 1:1 basis with a trained TA and records/progress are monitored on a 

regular basis.  
 

KS3 
 
Students who are struggling with studying a language may have the opportunity to receive 

additional support with literacy, while continuing to experience exposure to Languages through 
project work. This scheme of learning takes place in the ALPs room and aims to support 

students with their literacy skills.  

 

KS4  
 
Students who may find studying 4 options difficult, may be provided with the opportunity to 

receive Curriculum Support in place of an option. There is an opportunity to ‘over-learn’ and 

revisit difficult areas to support students who may find the curriculum challenging.  
 

HOMEWORK SUPPORT CLUB 
 
Our team of LSAs/TAs are in school until 5:00pm daily, offering extra support to students who 

may find homework challenging. Selected students will require extra input and this takes place 
after school in the Additional Learning Provision (ALPs) room in the SEND department. 
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PASTORAL SUPPORT 
 
In line with the school’s mission, the Pastoral Team at St Thomas More works hard to ensure 
that pupils are supported in the following areas:  
 

• CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 
• SPIRITUAL JOURNEY  
• LIFE OPPORTUNITIES 
• EXCELLENT PROGRESS 
• EMBRACING THE COMMUNITY 

 
Our Pastoral Team of Form Tutors, Heads of Year, Key Stage Leaders and the Senior Leadership 
provide outstanding individual care within an all-inclusive, welcoming, loving and structured 
environment 
 
The school is divided into 4 Houses, Campion, Line, Mayne and Stone; each year has 4 tutor 
groups. Tutor time takes place twice daily and a Form Tutor is the first point of contact for all 
pastoral needs. Form Tutors work hard to support and develop all members of their form.  
 

The pastoral system is underpinned by a programme of Personal, Social and Health Education 

(PSHE) delivered by Form Tutors every week, to support every pupil’s personal development of 
life skills. Pupils are also supported in completing the PiXL Edge Qualification, to provide pupils 

with an accredited award for extra-curricular commitment and their participation in the wider 

school community.  
 

 
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN SCHOOL AND PARENTS/CARERS  
 
The pastoral system of the school is enormously strengthened by the practice of very close co-
operation between parents/carers and Form Tutors. 
 
Each student carries a journal which is used for recording homework and for communication 
between parents/carers and tutors. Each student also has an online account through Show My 
Homework, which can be accessed on all devices, including phones. This is a safe online space 
for posting homework, further reading links, notices and reminders about school events and 
publishing exemplar work.  
 
 
EXTRA SUPPORT  
 
As an all-inclusive school, the staff at St Thomas More recognise that pupils may need extra 
support. The Learning Support Unit is managed by Mrs Tomlinson, and offers a safe space for 
pupils. Mrs Tomlinson’s role is to listen, respond, restore and support with all aspects of our 
students learning and well-being. 
 
The school also has a School Counsellor with a dedicated counselling room.  Students who may 
be experiencing personal problems are counselled and she is also willing to speak with 
parents/carers who may be concerned about their children. 
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The most popular destination of this year’s leavers is shown below. We are proud to acknowledge 

100% of the cohort have progressed to further education or apprenticeship.  

 
Year 11 (post-16) pupils have the opportunity of an individual guidance interview with an impartial 

adviser to talk through their choices. A summary careers action plan is then produced for the 
pupil, and their Head of Year. Parents are welcomed to these interviews. 

      

 
Destination in 2021 (with 4+ Students) 

 

Number of students 
 

Christ the King 6th Form College (St Mary’s) 2 
Christ the King 6th Form College (Aquinas) 2 
Christ the King 6th Form College(Emmanuel) 1 5 

Beths Grammar 9 

Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar 7 

Dartford Grammar 5 

Townley Grammar 4 

Bexley Grammar 5 

Bullers Wood   36 

Coopers 5 

North Kent College 5 

 
 

Tremendous changes have taken place over recent years in the provision of education for 16-19 
year olds. To cater for these on-going developments and to provide the best opportunities for 

students in the 16-19 age group, Christ the King Sixth Form College Emmanuel (Lewisham), Christ 

the King College Aquinas Sixth Form College (Brockley) and Christ the King Sixth Form College 
(Sidcup) are a key part of the reorganisation of Catholic Secondary Education in Greenwich, 

Lewisham and Bexley. 
 

Christ the King College: St Mary’s, Sidcup 

Christ the King College: Emmanuel, Lewisham 
Christ the King College: Aquinas, Brockley 

 
Christ the King Sixth Form College delivers specialist Catholic sixth form education in two 

boroughs in South East London. Christ the King College: St Mary's is located in Sidcup, Bexley, 
Christ the King College Emmanuel is located in Lewisham and Christ the King College Aquinas is 

located in Brockley, Lewisham.   

 
Priority for all three colleges is given to students applying from the partner schools - St Thomas 

More, St Ursula's, St Paul's Academy, St Catherine’s, St Columba’s, Bonus Pastor, St Matthew 
Academy, Trinity and St Michael's. 

 

The curriculum offered is rich, innovative and prepares students for Higher Education or 
employment at 18. CTK Aquinas is a selective A Level centre for excellence aimed at high 

achieving students. CTK Emmanuel is a professional centre for excellence offering Applied 
Technical programmes equivalent to 3 A Levels. CTK St Mary’s offers both A Level and Applied 

Technical courses. Students are very well supported through the college’s Collegiate Hall system 
and every student is enrolled onto one of its specialist Graduate Programmes. These programmes 

extend learning and are designed to give students from Christ the King Sixth Form College the 

edge when applying for university or work. Students are enrolled at one of the colleges and do 
not travel between sites for their studies.     
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GCSE Results 2021 
       
Result     STM  National Average  

    
% Grade 4+ (in both En & Ma) 89   65 
  
% Grade 5+ (in both En & Ma) 67   43 
         
Progress 8 – All pupils   1.39   -0.03 
(Would place school in top 1 - 3% nationally)   
 

Progress 8 – Disadvantaged  1.20   -0.45 
 

Progress 8 – High KS2   1.44   0.01 
 

Progress 8 – Mid KS2   1.30   -0.02  
 
Progress 8 – Low KS2   1.92   -0.22 
              

Attainment 8    61   47 
(Low grade 6)  (Middle grade 4)

  
 

Attendance     96.9   94.5 
 
% staying in education   99   94 
 
We are very proud that all ability groups had a Progress 8 score of more than 1 grade 
above the national average. This means that a pupil who gained all grade 6s here at 
STM would only gain grade 5s at an average school.
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Additional Maths (FSMQ), Combined Science, BTEC results continued overleaf 
 

Details 7 or Above 5 or Above 4 or Above Grades 

Subject Name Entries % % % 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U 

Art and Design 9-1 22 41 82 86   3 6 6 3 1 3       

Biology 9-1 33 91 100 100 5 12 13 3             

Chemistry 9-1 33 91 100 100 4 16 10 2 1           

Computing 9-1 38 53 79 92 3 7 10 8 2 5 3       

Design Technology 9-1 28 46 96 96 2 3 8 10 4   1       

Drama 9-1 34 41 88 88 4 6 4 10 6   4       

English 9-1 124 29 74 92 4 15 17 33 23 22 9 1     

English Lit 9-1 124 38 88 96 9 13 25 34 28 10 5       

Food and Nutrition 9-1 27 22 74 81 1 3 2 6 8 2 5       

French 9-1 41 63 80 93 4 6 16 5 2 5 2 1     

Geography 9-1 51 43 78 94 1 8 13 10 8 8 3       

History 9-1 54 35 85 89 7 6 6 11 16 2 3 3     

Latin Language L2 5 60 100 100   2 1 1 1           

Maths 9-1 124 33 70 90 6 12 23 15 31 25 8 3 1   

Music 9-1 10 50 70 90   2 3 1 1 2 1       

PE 9-1 47 38 79 91 5 6 7 11 8 6 4       

Physics 9-1 33 79 100 100 5 4 17 7             

Religious Studies 9-1 124 40 78 91 10 14 25 31 17 16 5 5 1   

Spanish 9-1 21 48 90 100 1 5 4 1 8 2         
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Details A* to A A* to B A* to C Grades 

Subject Name Entries % % % A* A B C D E F G U 

Additional Maths (FSMQ) L3 3 100 100 100   3               

                      

                      

Details 
7 or 
Above 

5 or 
Above 

4 or 
Above 

             Grades                     

Subject Name Entries % % % 9-9 9-8 8-8 8-7 7-7 7-6 6-6 6-5 5-5 5-4 4-4 4-3 3-3 3-2 2-2 2-1 1-1 

Science Combined 9-1 91 11 74 88   1 1 5 3 12 25 4 16 6 7 3 3 5       

    

 

 
 
 

 

                 

Details 
7 or 
Above 

5 or 
Above 

4 or 
Above 

       Grades       
          

Subject Name Entries % % % D*2 D2 M2 P2 D1 M1 P1           
Digital IT BTEC 52 46 63 92 10 14 9 15 3 1   

          

                      


