
 Paper 2: Physical  Paper 2: Human 

Knowledge  The UK's evolving physical landscape - an overview of the varied 
physical landscapes in the UK resulting from geology, geomorphic 
processes and human activity over time. Plus two depth studies of 
distinctive landscapes – Coastal change and conflict and River 
processes and pressures. 
Geology 

• The role of geology and past tectonics and glacial processes in 
the development of upland and lowland landscapes 

• Characteristics and distribution of the UK’s main rock types 

• Why distinct upland and lowland landscapes result from the 
interaction of physical processes (weathering / post glacial / 
slope processes). 

• Why distinctive landscapes result from human activity over 
time 

Coastal change and conflicts 

• How distinct coastal landscapes are influence by geology 
interruption physical processes 

• How the UK climate marine and sub-aerial processes are 
important in coastal landscapes of erosion 

• How sediment transportation and deposition processes 
influence coastal landforms (spits / beaches / bars) 

• How human activity such as agriculture and industry and 
direct and indirect effects on coastal landscapes 

• How interaction of physical and human processes is causing 
change on a named landscape (Swanage). 

• Why there are increased risk from coastal flooding and the 
threats to the people and environment 

• Why there are cost and benefits to managing coastal 
processes by hard and soft engineering 
 
 
 

The UK's evolving human landscape - an overview of the changing and 
varied human landscape of the UK, including the socio-economic and 
political processes that influence it. Plus a case study of a major UK city - 
Dynamic UK cities. 

• Differences between urban core and rural periphery. 

• How UK and EU government policies have attempted to reduce 
their difference 

• Why national and international migration over the past 50 years 
have altered population geography of the UK 

• Why the decline in primary and secondary sectors and the rise of 
tertiary and quaternary in urban and rural areas has altered 
employment structures in contrasting regions of the UK 

• Why globalisation through trade policies and privatisation has 
increased FDI and the role of TNCs in the UK economy.  

Dynamic UK cities 

• Significant of site / situation / connectivity of London in a 
national / regional / global context 

• London’s structure CBD / inner city / suburbs / urban rural fringe 
in terms of its functions and variations in building age, land use 
and environmental quality.  

• Causes of national and international migration which influence 
growth and character of different parts of London.  

• Reasons for different levels of inequalities in employment, 
education and health in London.  

• How parts of the city has experienced decline, decentralisation, 
e-commerce and development in transport.  

• How parts of London have experience economic and population 
growth. 

• How regeneration and rebranding of London has positive and 
negative impacts on people 



River processes and pressures 

• How river landscapes contrast between upper / middle / 
lower course 

• The interaction of erosion / transportation / deposition 
processes in the river landform formation  

• Influence of climate / geology / slope processes on river 
landscapes 

• How sediment load and storms can be explained through 
using hydrographs 

• How human activities such as urbanisation change river 
landscapes which alter storm hydrographs  

• How the interaction of physical and human processes is 
causing river flooding on one named river – Sheffield  

• Increasing risk from river flooding and the threat to people 
and the environment  

• Cost and benefits of managing flood risk of hard and soft 
engineering  

 

• Strategies aimed at making urban living more sustainable and 
improving quality of life  

• The city and accessible rural areas are interdependent which 
leads to economic, social and environmental costs and benefits. 

• Why a rural area has experience economic and social change due 
to its links with the city. 

• The challenges of availability of affordable housing. 

• New income and economic opportunities which are created by 
rural diversification and tourism projects.  

Skills  (1) Photograph analysis of common glacial, fluvial and coastal 
landscapes and features (2) Using simple geological cross-sections to 
show the relationship between geology and relief (3) Locating key 
physical features (uplands, lowland basins, rivers) on outline UK maps 
(4) Recognition of physical and human geography features on 1:25000 
and 1:50000 OS maps. (5) Explore the kinds of questions capable of 
being investigated through fieldwork (6) Calculation of mean rates of 
erosion using a multi-year data set (7) Use of BGS Geology maps 
(paper or online) to link coastal form to geology (8) Recognition of 
coastal landforms on 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps. (9) Explore the 
kinds of questions that can be investigated through fieldwork (10) Use 
of 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps, and GIS, to investigate what is 
threatened by rapid erosion (11) Use of simple cost-benefit analysis to 
investigate coastal defence options (12) Use of 1:25000 and 1:50000 
OS maps, and GIS, to investigate the impact of policy decisions. (13) 

(1) Use and interpretation of UK population pyramids form different time 
periods (2) Use of census data sets to understand changes to the UK’s 
population (3) Use of Eurostat to investigate FDI and immigration to the 
UK. (4) Explore the kinds of questions capable of being investigated 
through fieldwork. (5) Using census data sets to compare areas within 
inner cities. (6) Use of 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps to identify different 
land use types. (7) Using crime and IMD databases to investigate the 
extent of inner-city problems 



Explore the kinds of questions that can be investigated through 
fieldwork (14) Use 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps to determine valley 
cross-section from contour lines (15) Use of BGS Geology maps (paper 
or online) to link river-long profiles to geology (16) Recognition of 
river landforms on 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps (17) Drawing simple 
storm hydrographs using rainfall and discharge data. (18) Explore the 
kinds of questions that can be investigated through fieldwork (19) Use 
of simple cost-benefit analysis to investigate river management 
options (20) Use of 1:25000 and 1:50000 OS maps, and GIS, to 
investigate the impact of policy decisions. 

 


