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Students start the GCSE 
course with the first reading 
unit of this year- ‘Unseen 
Poetry’. Students will be 
exposed to range of poetry 
covering a range of genres, 
including war poetry- 
considering the different 
contexts in which the texts 
were written. 

The first writing SOL 

focuses on Creative 

Writing. Students are 

exposed to range of 

stimulus covering images, 

poetry and a range of 

descriptive/narrative 

writing- in particular 

focusing on female writers 

from a diverse range of 

cultures. This unit will 

prepare students for the 

English Language Paper- 

‘Explorations in creative 

reading and writing’, in 

which the creative writing 

question has a 50% 

weighting of the paper. 

Students will study Macbeth- 
familiarising themselves with 
Shakespeare’s language, 
theme and character 
development. Students will 
develop their contextual 
understanding of the genre 
and the context in which the 
text was written. 

Whilst students continue to 

read the play, the focus 

shifts to writing skills. The 

text will be used as 

stimulus for students to 

produce a piece of writing 

where they express their 

point of view- in particular 

focusing on writing to 

argue/persuade, writing to 

suite a particular purpose 

and text type. 

This unit introduces 

students to their Modern 

Novel which will feature in 

their Literature exam- ‘Lord 

of the Flies’. Skills 

developed during the 

‘Macbeth’ unit will be built 

upon here. Students will 

develop their contextual 

knowledge as they read the 

novel and focus on the 

writer’s development of 

character, themes and 

ideas- considering the 

writer’s wider intentions. 

Students will continue to 

read ‘Lord of the Flies’ this 

term but the focus will shift 

to ‘writing to express a 

point of view.’ Students will 

be exposed to a range of 

text types and will hone 

their skills in writing 

effectively to suit a text 

type with an appropriate 

tone. 

Sk
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Students will develop their 
ability to analyse a range of 
linguistic and structural 
features- learning how to 
make close links between 
contextual knowledge and 
analysis of methods. 
Students will continue to 
practice using a success 
criteria to ensure that they 
are including all of the 
relevant learnt skills in their 
writing. 

Students will develop their 

ability to adapt a piece of 

writing to suit the purpose 

a type of text- both 

descriptive and narrative 

writing skills will be taught. 

These skills cover using 

linguistic and structural 

features for effect, as well 

as using a range of 

sentence structures and 

punctuation for effect. 

Students will develop their 

ability to elect quotations 

from the text to support 

their interpretations. 

Decoding Shakespeare’s 

language will form a part of 

this. Students’ ability to 

analyse the writer’s use of 

linguistic and structural 

features, whilst making 

close contextual links will 

be developed through this 

Through this unit students 

will develop their ability to 

write using an appropriate 

voice and tone to suit an 

article. Through reading 

examples of articles 

students will develop their 

ability to use features of 

language and structure for 

effect. Students’ technical 

crafting of language will 

focus on their ability to use 

Students will develop their 

analysis of the writer’s 

methods, making links with 

their contextual knowledge 

and understanding of the 

text. 

 

Students will develop their 

ability to use a range of 

linguistic and structural 

features to suit particular 

text type. Students will 

practise using a range of 

sentence structures and 

punctuation for effect, 

whilst developing their 

ability to make ambitious 

vocabulary choices. 
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Students’ ability to make 

ambitious vocabulary 

choices will be developed 

in this unit. Planning 

effectively plays an integral 

part in producing effective 

creative writing- students 

will be practising the skills 

of planning, drafting and 

editing in this unit.  

unit. a range of sentence 

structures, punctuation and 

vocabulary. 


