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In this unit of work, 
students will be 
introduced to the idea 
of ‘transactional’ 
writing, and in 
particular, the form of 
a letter. Students will 
explore the structure 
and purpose of letter 
writing by analysing a 
range of historically 
significant letter texts. 

Students will be 

introduced to the 

demands of Victorian 

syntax by reading A 

Christmas Carol. 

Students will explore 

the key ideas and 

features of Dickens’ 

novella and will explore 

the context of the 

Victorian era, including 

The Poor Laws and 

Malthusian theory.  

 This term, students will 
explore typical features of 
the fairy-tale genre by 
considering the setting, 
characters and ideas 
inherent in the genre. 
Students will read a range 
of fairy-tale texts to 
distinguish between 
stereotypical and 
subversive tales in order to 
assist in the creation of 
their own fairy-tale. 

Students will build on 

their introduction to 

Shakespearean language 

in Year 7 by reading and 

analysing The Tempest. 

Students will be taught 

about the ideas of the 

play such as power 

hierarchies and the 

complexities of human 

nature as well as 

considering 

Shakespeare’s 

construction of 

character. 

Students will enhance 

their knowledge of 

transactional, non-

fiction texts from earlier 

in the year by consider 

famous speeches. 

Students will consider 

the features and 

components of effective 

argument writing by 

understanding the 

Aristotelian concepts of 

ethos, pathos, logos and 

the purpose of 

counterarguments. 

Students will read and 

analyse a range of 

modern and canonical 

poetry from poets such 

as John Agard and Imtiaz 

Dhakar. Students will be 

introduced to a range of 

poetic methods and will 

explore the themes 

and ideas presented 

by poets. 

Sk
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Students will apply 
their knowledge of the 
letter form by writing 
their own letter in 
response to a 
statement. Students 
will structure their 
ideas effectively, use 
vocabulary to suit 
purpose/audience and 
use sentence 
structures effectively. 

Students will further 

progress their literary 

analysis by explaining 

Dickens’ methods and 

making links between a 

text and its context. 

Students will also be 

able to explain the 

symbolic meaning of 

characters and 

character development.  

Students will use their 

understanding of the 

fairy-tale genre to write 

their own subverted 

fairy-tale. Students will 

apply the conventions of 

genre, use a range of 

punctuation and 

sentence structures 

accurately as well as 

using methods in their 

writing for effect.  

Students will be gaining 

confidence in selecting 

quotations for language 

analysis and explaining 

the effects of 

Shakespeare’s methods 

on the audience. 

Students will be able to 

comment on the order 

of ideas and explain the 

historical context of the 

play. 

 

Students will write their 

own speeches using 

their knowledge of 

significant speeches. 

Students will be able to 

match tone, style and 

register to audience and 

use language for effect.  

Students will be able to 

apply 

counterarguments. 

 

 

Students will deepen 

their literary analysis by 

explaining poets’ 

methods and making 

links between a text and 

its context. Student will 

be able to explain a 

poet’s use of structure 

and consider shifts in 

meaning and form.  

 


