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9 November 2022 
 
Dear Parents / Carers of Year 9 pupils, 
 
With a growing attention to diversity and inclusion, the exam boards have recently offered a variety of 
new texts for schools to choose from with the hopes that they will allow wider representation. As you 
are aware, STM is very much an inclusive school and as such, we want to ensure that the texts we study 
allow for pupils to both understand lives that are different to their own, while also enabling 
opportunities for those often under-represented to be seen - to be heard.  
 
As a result, we have decided to change our modern novel to one of the new choices from AQA: My Name 
is Leon by Kit de Waal. This novel is about a young, mixed-race boy who grows up in the foster-care 
system of 1980s England. It is a truly emotional book with themes of family, responsibility and 
relationships. The book also explores ideas of racism and social class. The novel is accessible for students 
with weaker literacy skills, but also contains plenty of opportunities to evaluate complex themes and 
structural choices for those more able.  
 
Having a new text is an exciting opportunity for all the students and one that was not easily decided. We 
presented students with several options of modern text choices and student voice have responded 
strongly in favour of My Name is Leon. It has also been studied by the teachers in the English department 
and agreed it will make for an engaging text.  
 
Because it is a new text, there are not yet any additional resources from exam boards, but we have been 
assured there will be very soon. In the meantime, the English department are working hard to produce 
resources to help your child both enjoy, and succeed academically, in this part of their Literature exam. 
 
If able, we advise to purchase an individual copy for your child. This allows them to highlight, make notes 
and study more effectively. It can be purchased through WisePay directly, or you may wish to purchase 
a copy that is second-hand. If unable to purchase your own copy, a copy will be provided to your child 
that will not be able to be used as a personal copy and will be provided on a strict-loan basis. 
 
Any questions, please contact me at the email address below 
lbeck@stmcomprehensive.org 
 
 
 
Ms L Beck 
Assistant Headteacher - Head of Inclusion / (Named) SENDco 
(Acting) Head of English 
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