
St Thomas More Catholic Comprehensive School 
“Vibrant in Faith & Learning” 
 

Year 7 Parent and carer questionnaire feedback December 2019 
 

Year 7 Parent and Carer evening took place on Tuesday 3 December.  During the evening 
students, parents and carers received feedback about the students’ first term at St Thomas More.  
Attendance of the evening was exceptional, as always, and just over 100 families were able to 
complete the questionnaire.   
 
A summary of the questionnaire can be found in this document.  
 

Statements Percentage of parents and 

carers who strongly agree 
or agree (%) 

1 My child is happy at St Thomas More 
 

100 

2 My child feels safe at St Thomas More 
 

100 

3 My child receives good pastoral care at St Thomas More 
 

100 

4 My child is taught well at St Thomas More 
 

100 

5 My child receives moral guidance in line with Gospel and 
British values 

99 

6 Teachers support my child to do their best 
 

99 

7 My child receives appropriate homework at St Thomas 
More 

97 

8 My child is making good progress at St Thomas More 
 

99 

9 I receive valuable information from St Thomas More about 
my child’s progress 

100 

10 St Thomas More ensures students are well behaved 
 

100 

11 St Thomas More deals with bullying effectively 
 

99 

12 St Thomas More provides a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities 

99 

13 St Thomas More provides opportunities for my child to 
deepen their faith 

99 

14 Effective transition has helped my child to settle well in 
Year 7 

100 

15 St Thomas More responds well to matters I raise 
 

96 

16 St Thomas More is well led and managed 
 

99 
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The best thing St Thomas More does for my child (summary of responses) … 
 

➢ A lot of support to help my child settle in 
➢ Always make sure that they feel they are trying their best 
➢ Brings the best academically out of my child/gives him self confidence 
➢ Character building/good morals 
➢ Constantly challenging him to achieve his best potential 
➢ The SEN dept are brilliant and very professional, but approachable 
➢ Discipline in a safe environment 
➢ Education and socialisation 
➢ Educate my child in a Catholic setting – extra-curricular activities/strict rules/smart 

uniform/high calibre of teachers 
➢ Encourages her to try everything and not be afraid to make mistakes 
➢ Encourages her to try lots of different extra-curricular activities which help foster 

confidence, team work and new skills alongside learning 
➢ Excellent transition into STM/Education on core values of respect and discipline 
➢ Encourages him to do his best in a safe and happy environment 
➢ Gives all support needed 
➢ Given her a great start and opportunity going forward to be the best she can be 
➢ Gives them a safe environment and support 
➢ Has high expectations 
➢ Great discipline/ethos 
➢ Giving her confidence 
➢ Great teaching 
➢ Help with problems if any occur 
➢ It helps my child by preparing him one step at a time 
➢ Keeps her safe and guides her well 
➢ Makes him feel safe and secure so that he feels happy and eager to come to school. 
➢ My child loves the clubs and feels supported in learning 
➢ Homework club gives my child the opportunity to catch up with the days learning 
➢ No phones in school 
➢ Promotes moral structure and religious foundation 
➢ Provides and encourages them to excel 
➢ Provides support with Faith.  
➢ Gives him independence to make his own decisions 
➢ STM is helping my child to become more independent and responsible 
➢ Strong ethos and values with clear rules 
➢ Supports development/encourages to exceed 
➢ The extracurricular opportunities/activities 
➢ We love STM, its values at the support it provides to both parents and children 
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If I could change one thing about St Thomas More (summary of responses) … 
 

Change Comment from school 
A bit more challenging homework would be 
appreciated 

Homework can be a challenging subject and the 
comments shown here are just a small sample for the 
feedback we received.  As you can see from some of 
the comments here parental views about homework 
are diverse.  The main aims of homework are to 
consolidate learning from a previous lesson, prepare 
for learning in future lessons and develop 
independent learning skills.  If your child is receiving 
too much/too little/struggling to complete or not 
being challenged enough in homework please contact 
the specific subject teacher or Miss Phelps (Head of 
Year 7.) 

Less homework 

Better transition to homework 

More homework please. ‘Name’ gets much less 
than his brother in grammar. It reinforces 
classroom learning, and encourages parents to 
know what the child is learning through dialogue 
raised 

A little more notice would be good, evening 
events, times etc. to arrange child care 

All school events can be found in the calendar on the 
website. In addition, we highlight the closest future 
events at the end of the More News every week. 

Inform parents when after-school clubs are 
cancelled 

Our apologies if this has not taken place.  There can 
be occasions when clubs are cancelled through 
circumstances beyond our control.  We always aim to 
make home aware via a Wisepay notification.  We will 
endeavour to be more meticulous with this process.  

Be able to contact the child on the way to and 
back from school 

Many schools nationally are moving towards a ‘no 
phone policy’ in an effort to ensure that students’ 
focus and attention is on learning. Whilst students are 
not allowed to bring mobile phones into school, if 
there is a change to planned arrangements students 
are permitted to go to the front office and use the 
phone to contact home.  

Let pupil use/bring mobile phones to school, but 
not use them during school hours 

Better sport facilities and smaller class room 
numbers. Lockers would be useful! 

We are working towards a new building/expansion 
which will improve some of the facilities available to 
students; this is a long-term project. We have 
recently moved to teach a three-year Key Stage 4 
curriculum.  The rationale behind this decision is 
complex, but one clear outcome is smaller class sizes 
in many subjects from Year 9 onwards. We are an 
oversubscribed school and have no space for lockers.  
Daily, we expect students to have the books for their 
day’s lessons, their journal, pencil case and reading 
book.   

I understand there is only one parents evening for 
year 7. I would like to find out the progress of my 
son at the end of the year, so another parents 
evening please 

During the year there are number of short reports 
which contain details regarding academic 
achievement /progress and behaviour for learning.  If 
you have a specific concern please contact the 
subject teacher or Miss Phelps (Head of Year 7.) More frequent reports on child progress 

Having less non-uniform days Non-uniform days are one of the ways we reward 
students at the end of a term/half term.  Additionally, 
the funds raised by non-uniform days go to charities 
chosen by the student body.  No student has to take 
part in a non-uniform day, they are welcome to wear 
their school uniform should they wish to.  There are 
often students who make this choice.  
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Coats at playtime in winter If students are cold we would encourage them to 
wear a vest beneath their school uniform in the first 
instance. At break/lunch time they may wear their 
blazer and coat in the playground, clothes must be 
layered in the correct order 1. Jumper 2. Blazer 3. 
Coat 4. Hat, gloves, scarf 

Policy on the length of hair for boys We have a clear policy regarding school uniform 
which is set by the school leaders and ratified by the 
Governing Body.  We will be reviewing the uniform 
policy later in the academic year.   

Relax the punishment for minor offences We have a clear behaviour policy and it can be 
difficult to define the term ‘minor offence’.  
Ultimately, we want students to come to school and 
give the best of themselves regarding their effort in 
work and interactions with others. 

Canteen - different meals We run a three-week menu in the school canteen 
with a wide variety of foods available – this can be 
found on the school website.  We will be reviewing 
the food offer later this academic year. The School 
Council are consulted on the menu that is offered. 

Very busy in the hallways and locker rooms We have a small school building, but there are clear 
routines for students to move around the school e.g. 
walking down corridors and on stairs to the left-hand 
side.  In addition, teachers supervise in the blazer 
rooms before school and at break time.  

More creative writing in English Creative writing is one of many skills developed 
through the English curriculum.  In addition, we 
provide opportunities for students to develop their 
creative writing skills through schemes e.g. BBC 500 
Words competition, the details of which can be found 
in the More News (8/2/2020.) 

More day trips Every year we run approximately 65 trips.  Our 
expectation going forward is that each department 
will run one KS3 trip and one KS4 trip with direct 
curriculum links.  

 
The easiest way to contact an individual subject teacher is by email. All teacher emails follow the 
same format…. first initial surname@stmcomprehensive.org (see below for an example) 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank parent and carers for their valuable feedback.  The 
questionnaire is anonymous; so, if you have a specific query or additional feedback please contact 
Mrs Bryson, Vice Principal, directly cbryson@stmcomprehensive.org 
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