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DETERMINED ARRANGEMENTS MARCH 2022 (Mass obligation notice added June 2022) 

 

 
As of the 5 June 2022, Pentecost, the Bishops of England and Wales reinstated the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. Parents applying for a place at St Thomas More Catholic 
Comprehensive, under a faith based criteria will need to complete a Supplementary Information 
Form. Evidence of practice will be measured by frequency of attendance at Mass as validated by 
either a priest or minister, as was the case prior to 18 March 2020. These arrangements apply to 
the admissions round for 2023 and subsequent rounds. 
 

Admissions to the school are made by the Governing Body. Governors will consider all applications 
received.  
 
Only one application per child is permitted in an academic year.  
 
The planned number of admissions for September 2023 is 124.  
 
Parents/carers must make application for admission to Year 7 by completing the Common 
Application Form provided by the Local Authority (LA) in which the applicant lives and be returned 
to the LA by the closing date set nationally.  Applications for places in other year groups can be 
made at any time.  
 
Parents/carers should complete a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which should be returned 
to the school by the national closing date.  The SIF will establish Catholic practice for those 
children who would be ranked using criteria 2 - 4. It will seek a priest's reference regarding this 
practice. Whilst completion of this form is not mandatory, if one is not received Governors will 
prioritise the application as “Criterion 5 or 7” (see below.)  
 
Places will be offered in accordance with the following order of priorities.  In the context of school 
admissions, Catholic children are defined as children who are baptised or received into the Catholic 
Church, children baptised or received into the Eastern Churches in Union with Rome and children 
of members of the Ordinariate. 
 
If you have moved parish within the last three years since the date of your application or do not 
always attend Mass at your home parish church, please provide a further reference from the 
church(es) and priest(s) where you have also attended, together with a brief explanation for the 
additional reference(s).  If applicable, this information is most important for assessment 
of your application, see 9f of Supplementary Information Form. 
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Criterion 1  
 
Baptised Catholic looked after children and previously looked after children who have been 
adopted or become subject of a child-arrangements order or special guardianship order, 
immediately following having been looked after by Catholic families, and baptised Catholic children 
who appear (to the Admissions Authority) to have been in state care outside of England and cease 
to be in state care outside of England as a result of being adopted. Evidence of Baptism will be 
required.  
 
Criterion 2  
 
Baptised fully practising Catholic children of families where at least one Catholic parent/carer is a 
baptised fully practising member of the Catholic Church where both child and parent/carer have 
attended Saturday evening/Sunday Mass every week except for a valid reason e.g. illness, for a 
period of three years; also baptised fully practising Catholic children of deceased Catholic parent(s) 
in the care of (a) non-Catholic carer(s) where the child has attended Saturday evening/Sunday 
Mass every week except for a valid reason e.g. illness, for a period of three years. This must be 
supported by a statement from a priest(s) at the church(es) where the family has attended Mass 
based on the knowledge of the priest(s) at the time of application. Evidence of Baptism will be 
required.  
 
Criterion 3  
 
Baptised Catholic children of families, where at least one baptised Catholic parent/carer and child 
applying have attended Mass regularly, at least monthly, but less than weekly, for a period of 
three years; also baptised fully practising Catholic children of deceased Catholic parent(s) in the 
care of (a) non-Catholic carer(s) where the child has attended Saturday evening/Sunday Mass 
regularly, at least monthly, but less than weekly,  for a period of three years. This must be 
supported by a statement from a priest(s) at the church(es) where the family has attended Mass 
based on the knowledge of the priest(s) at the time of application. Evidence of Baptism will be 
required.   
 
 Criterion 4  
 
All other baptised Catholic children. Evidence of Baptism will be required.  
 
Criterion 5 
 
Other looked after children and previously looked after children who have been adopted or 
become subject of a child-arrangements order or special guardianship order, immediately following 
having been looked after and children who appear (to the Admissions Authority) to have been in 
state care outside of England and cease to be in state care outside of England as a result of being 
adopted.  
 
Criterion 6  
 
Children who are members of Eastern Orthodox Churches. Evidence of Baptism will be required. 
 
Criterion 7  
 
All other applicants.  
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Sub-Criteria  
 
Within those fulfilling criterion 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 (with the exception of sub-criteria (c) which will 
solely apply to those meeting criterion 2-4, unless places remain after all Catholic children have 
been admitted), the following sub-criteria will be used to determine the rank order of applicants:  
 

(a)       Siblings 
The presence of sibling(s) living at the same address who will be attending the school 
at the time of the child’s application.   “Sibling” here means a full/half/step brother or 
sister. 

 
(b)      Medical, social and pastoral 

Medical, social and pastoral grounds relating to the child. Strong and relevant 
supporting evidence from an appropriate professional authority e.g. medical consultant, 
education welfare officer, social worker or priest, submitted at the time of application, 
considered at the discretion of the Governors. Supporting evidence should set out the 
specific reasons why this school is the most suitable and the difficulties that would be 
caused if the child had to attend another school. The Governors will seek advice from 
medical, educational, social care professionals or parish clergy where appropriate. 
 

(c)      Free School Meals 
Priority will be given to 12% of the remaining places, rounded up or down to the 
nearest whole number, to applicants who are in receipt of Free School Meals at the 
time of application. The Governors require applicants to provide proof of current receipt 
of Free School Meals at the time of application. Free School Meal recipients will be 
ranked according to proximity to the school using the Royal Greenwich LA GIS 
computerised mapping system measured as a straight line from the centre of the home 
address to the centre of the school. Where the last remaining place up to 12% of 
applicants in receipt of Free School Meals is to be allocated and two or more children 
are deemed to live at the same distance from the school, the place will be decided by 
the drawing of lots. 
 

(d)      Proximity to the school 
The remaining places will be offered to applicants based on the distance of their home 
address to the school. Proximity to the school is determined  by the Royal Greenwich 
LA GIS computerised mapping system measured as a straight line from the centre of 
the home address to the centre of the school.  Where the last remaining place is to be 
allocated and two or more children are deemed to live at the same distance from the 
school, the place will be decided by the drawing of lots. 

 
Offers 
 
Offers of places will be sent to parents/carers by the LA on the common offer date set down in 
legislation (1 March or first working day thereafter.)  Evidence of home address will be required to 
secure places offered (please see LA guidance on this.) 
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Appeal Procedure  
 
Parents/Carers who apply and are not offered a place for their child have a right to appeal to an 
independent panel in accordance with the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 
Parents/Carers will be advised of their right to appeal following a request to the school from the 
parent/carer as to the reason why a place has not been offered. In addition, the appeals 
timetable, appeal form and appeals information booklet is published on the school website 
Admissions/Appeals page. The online appeal form is available from the school website at 
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/Admissions/ Parents/Carers who experience a problem using 
the online form should contact the Clerk to the Independent Panel by email at: 
clerk@educationappeals.com  
 

In the interests of fairness, the Governors and staff of the school are not permitted to discuss any 
admission at this stage.  
 
Waiting List  
 
Unsuccessful applicants will automatically be placed on the waiting list if the offered school is of a 
lower preference than St Thomas More on the applicant’s Common Application Form. Should a 
vacancy occur, the Governors will apply the above Admissions Criteria to determine who should be 
offered a place. Names will remain on the waiting list until the end of the academic year in which 
the application was made. 
 
Parents/carers wishing to remain on the waiting list in subsequent years must complete an in-year 
Supplementary Information Form no earlier than the start of the following academic year. The in-
year Supplementary Information Form is available from the school website at 
http://www.stmcomprehensive.org/Admissions/ The completed form with relevant supporting 
documents should be submitted to the school (addressed to The Clerk to the Admissions 
Committee c/o the school) when they will be considered alongside all those on the waiting list 
should a vacancy arise.  
 
Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan)  
 
The admissions of pupils with a EHC Plan are dealt with by a completely separate procedure. The 
procedure is integral to the making and maintaining of EHC Plans by the pupil’s home local 
authority. Details of this separate procedure are set out in the SEND Code of Practice.   
 

In-year Admissions 

The above Admissions Criteria will apply to determine the prioritisation of such applications. 

Fair Access Protocol 

The school participates in the local authority’s Fair Access Protocol to allocate places to vulnerable 
and other children in accordance with the School Admission Code. Admitting pupils under the 
protocol may require the school to admit above the planned admission number for the relevant 
year group. 

Twins/Children of multiple birth  

Additional children may be admitted under very exceptional circumstances. This will be in 
instances where children are twins and children from multiple births when one of the children is 
the 124th child admitted. 
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