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Knowledge  Paper 1: Topic 2: Development dynamics – an 
understanding of the scale of global inequality. 
Plus a depth study of how one emerging 
country is developing and the consequences for 
people, environment and the country’s 
relationship with the wider world. 

• Measuring development (GDP / HDI / 
Measures of inequality) 

• Contrasting ways of defining 
development 

• How countries have different levels of 
development and have differences in 
their demographic data (fertility rates / 
death rates). 

• Global inequalities  

• Different development theories (Frank 
Dependency and Rostow’s 
Modernisation) 

• Causes and consequences of global 
inequalities (social, historical, 
environmental, economic and political).  

• Characteristics of top down and bottom 
up strategies of development 

• Advantages and disadvantages of these 
projects 

• Processes and players contributing to 
their forms of development (TNCS / 
Governments / NGOs) 

• Development of an emerging country 
(India)  

• How India has influenced by its 
location, context in the world 

• Site / situation / connectivity of India 
and its significance in a national / 
regional / global context 

• Globalisation causes rapid economic 
change 

Hazardous Earth – an understanding of the global 
circulation of the atmosphere and changing 
climate. Plus two depth studies of an extreme 
weather hazard (tropical cyclones) and tectonic 
hazards at contrasting locations. 

• Global atmospheric circulation and how 
circulation cells and ocean currents 
transfer and redistributes heat energy 

• How global atmospheric circulation 
determines the location of how and low air 
pressure 

• Climate change in the past through natural 
causes on timescales ranging from 
hundreds to millions of years 

• Natural causes include asteroid collisions / 
volcanic eruptions / sun spots / orbital 
changes 

• Evidence of natural climate change (ice 
cores / trees rings / historical evidence) 

• How human activities cause the enhanced 
greenhouse effect leading to global 
warming (industry / transport / 
agriculture) 

• Evidence for how human activity causes 
climate change and the possible 
consequences on people (sea level rise / 
global temperature rise etc). 

• Projections for global temperature change 
and sea level rise in the future 

• Characteristics and distributions of tropical 
cyclones 

• How the global atmospheric circulation 
leads to cyclones in certain areas 

• Physical hazards of tropical cyclones and 
the impacts on people and the 
environment 

Challenges of an urbanising world – an overview of 
the causes and challenges of rapid urbanisation 
across the world. Plus one depth study of a 
megacity* in a developing or emerging country. 

• Past and current global trends in 
urbanisation and how it varies between 
global regions 

• The global pattern of megacities (size / 
location / growth rates) 

• Urbanisation as a result of socioeconomic 
processes and change 

• Why urban economies are different in a 
developing / emerging / developed 
country 

• How urban population numbers and 
distribution change over time 
(urbanisation / suburbanisation / de-
industrialisation / counter-urbanisation / 
regeneration). 

• Characteristics of different urban land uses 
and the factors that influence land use 
type (accessibility / availability / cost / 
planning regulations). 

• Significance of site / situation / 
connectivity of a megacity – Mumbai 

• Mumbai’s structure (CBD / inner city / 
suburbs / urban rural fringe) 

• Reasons for past and present trends in 
population growth (rate of natural 
increase and national/international 
migration) 

• How population growth has affected the 
pattern of spatial growth and changing 
urban functions. 

• The opportunities for people living in 
Mumbai  



• Key economic trends since 1990 (GDP / 
GNI etc) 

• Role of globalisation and government 
policy in India 

• How rapid economic change has 
contributed to demographic change 
and caused urbanisation (rural - urban 
migration) 

• Positive and negative impacts of 
economic development on different 
age and gender groups  

• Impacts of economic development and 
globalisation on the environment (air / 
water / land pollution) 

• How rapid economic development has 
changed the geopolitical influence and 
relationship to the EU and USA 

• Conflicting views of the costs and 
benefits of changing international 
relations and the role of FDI in 
economic development  

 

• Why some countries are more vulnerable 
than others 

• How countries can prepare and respond to 
tropical cyclones (weather forecasting / 
satellites / warning / evacuation etc) 

•  Effectiveness of preparation in 
‘Developed’ and ‘Developing / Emerging’ 
countries 

• Earth’s layered structured with different 
composition and physical properties 

• How the cores internal heat source 
generates convection currents  

• Distribution and characterises of the three 
plate boundary types (Conservation / 
Convergent / Divergent) 

• Causes and contrasting volcanic and 
earthquake hazards 

• Primary and secondary impacts of 
earthquakes on a ‘Developed’ and 
‘Emerging/Developing’ country. 

• Management of earthquake hazards in the 
2 places  

• Challenges for people living in Mumbai 
(housing shortages / squatter settlements 
/ inadequate water supply) 

• Pattern of residential areas of extreme 
wealth contrasted with slums and squatter 
settlements. 

• The difference in quality of life within 
Mumbai 

• Advantages and disadvantages of top 
down and bottom up strategies for making 
Mumbai more sustainable.  

Skills   (1) Comparing the relative ranking of countries 
using single versus composite (indices) 
development measures (2) Interpreting 
population pyramid graphs for countries at 
different levels of development (3) Using 
income quintiles to analyse global inequality. 
Integrated skills: (4) Using numerical economic 
data to profile the chosen country (5) Using 
proportional flow-line maps to visualise trade 
patterns and flows (6) Using socio-economic 
data to calculate difference from the mean, for 
core and periphery regions 

 (1) Use and interpretation of climate graphs (2) 
Use and interpretation of line graphs/bar charts 
showing climate change (3) Use and interpretation 
of temperature and sea-level projection graphs to 
2100. (4) Use of GIS to track the movement of 
tropical cyclones (5) Use of weather and storm-
surge data to calculate Saffir-Simpson magnitude 
(6) Use of social media sources, satellite images 
and socio-economic data to assess impact. (7) 
Interpret a cross-section of the Earth (8) Use and 
interpretation of world map showing distribution 
of plate boundaries and plates (9) Use of Richter 
Scale to compare magnitude of earthquake events 
(10) Use of social media sources, satellite images 
and socio-economic data to assess impact. 

(1) Use and interpretation of line graphs and 
calculating of rate of change/annual or decadal 
percentage growth (2) Using satellite images to 
identify different land use zones in urban areas. (3) 
Using GIS/satellite images, historic images and 
maps to investigate spatial growth (4) Using 
quantitative and qualitative information to judge 
the scale of variations in quality of life. 

 


