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In the ‘Life Stories’ 
unit, students will read 
a range of 
autobiographical and 
biographical extracts. 
Students will 
understand the 
features of the 
different forms of 
biographical writing as 
well as being 
introduced to 
narrative voice and 
authorial perspective. 

Students will study Zara 

Fraillon’s novel The 

Bone Sparrow. Students 

will explore how the 

structure of a dual 

narrative and competing 

character creation is 

used in the novel by 

Fraillon for effect. 

Students will consider 

the social and historical 

context of the novel by 

researching the 

Rohingya refugee crisis. 

Students will read a 

diverse range of myths 

from different cultures 

across the globe. 

Students will consider 

the conventions of 

myth-making by 

understanding narrative 

ideas such as 

metamorphosis, 

dilemma and fatal flaw. 

Students will develop a 

sense of the chronology 

of the literary canon by 

exploring the purpose of 

oral storytelling.  

Students will consider 

the features of 

playscripts and writing 

for stage during their 

reading of War Horse. 

They will consider the 

development of the 

themes of war, loss and 

hope across the unit, 

alongside studying the 

contextual events of 

World War One.  

  

Students will explore the 

demands of writing to 

express a point of view, 

by reading a range of 

historical and modern 

newspaper articles. 

Students will be 

introduced to the layout 

of a newspaper as well 

as different types of 

article writing. Students 

will understand the use 

of passive and active 

voice and how to apply 

voice according to the 

text’s purpose. 

Students will develop 

their understanding of a 

writer’s use of dramatic 

methods from earlier in 

the year, by reading A 

Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. Students will 

interrogate 

Shakespeare’s use of the 

conventions of comedy 

as well as being 

introduced to the 

demands of 

Shakespearean 

language.  
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Students will have an 
opportunity to 

develop their personal 
writing voice and 

perspective by writing 
an autobiographical 
event of their own. 

Students will organise 
their ideas logically 

and apply a range of 
sentence structures, 

punctuation and 
vocabulary for effect.  

 

Students will develop 

their reading skills of 

extracting key 

information from texts, 

using reciprocal reading 

techniques of 

summarising, clarifying 

and questioning during 

class reading. Students 

will be introduced to 

analytical writing and 

the skills of language 

and structural analysis 

as well as linking to 

social context.    

Students will develop 

their written skills by 

creating descriptive and 

narrative writing using 

the mythic form. 

Students will structure 

their creative writing to 

engage the reader as 

well as applying a range 

of sentence structures, 

figurative language, 

punctuation and 

vocabulary for effect.  

 

Students will develop 

their analytical writing 

skills introduced in The 

Bone Sparrow unit by 

commenting on 

language and structural 

methods in a play text. 

Students will also 

integrate the historical 

context of World War 

One into their written 

responses.    

When writing their own 

newspaper article, 

students will be able to 

construct effective 

sentences securely as 

well as using standard 

English and punctuation 

accurately. Students will 

also begin to match 

writing to purpose and 

audience and create 

engaging writing with a 

range of connected 

ideas.  

Students will further 

develop their skills in 

reading and analysing 

play scripts by explaining 

key quotations, themes 

and characterisation.  

In addition, this unit will 

enhance students’ oracy 

by developing their 

speaking and listening 

skills of role, intonation 

and tone through 

performance of the play. 

 


